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At 10 a.m., April 25, Mr. Koh Soh Liang ( & #X j2_) 
of the French Concession Chinese Ratepayers' Association 
called at the Loukawei, Rue du Consulat and Avenue 
Joffre Police Stations and received a total of 226 
national flags that had been taken away by the French 
Police on the occasion of the propaganda day of the 
People's Spiritual Mobilization Movement. 

The French Concession Chinese Ratepayers’ 
Association have therefore notified the shops who had 
their flags removed by the French Police, to apply to 


f the Association for the return of those flags. 
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Concession “Flag Incident” 
Is Considered Closed 


Understanding Reached Between French Police And! 
Chinese Ratepayers Body; Some Of Arrested 
Men Released, Only Agitators Held 


The “flag incident" in the French 
Concession which was caused by 
the French Municipal Police pro- 
hibiting the hoisting of the Chinese 
national emblem on Wednesday 
when the Chinsse were observing 
the “national spiritual mobilisation” | 
week, is now considered a closed 
issue following an amicable settic- | 
ment of the matter between the} 
F. M. P. and the Chinese Rate- 
payers’ Assosiation of the French 
| Concession, it was learnt yesterday. 

All Chinese sheas re-cpened their 
doors for usual business beginning 
ye teica®, after being urged to do 
so by the City Chamber of Com- 
merce, which instructed all the loca] 
Chinese merchants to resume their 
normal business activities while the 
matter is to be taken up by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
Chungking with the French authori- 


TIMES, 


Jocal Chinese trade guilds were re- 
ported to have held an emergency 
meeting, following which it was de- 
cided to wire the Chungking Chinese 
Severnment to make representations 

M. Henri Cosme, the French 


\ ‘Aimbsssador to China. 


A separate meeting was reported 


jto have been held by the, Chinese 


shop owners in the French Conces- 
sion the same evening, after 
which it was also decided to wire 
the Chinese Central Government au- 
thorities, and to urge that negotia- 
tions be started with the competent; 
French authorities in order that the} 
{reedom of the Concession Chinese 
to hoist their national emblems on 
appropriate occasions may be safe-! 
guarded. 
Theatre Closed 

The matinees and night perform- 

ances of the Crystal Theatre, locat- 


ties through t&e normal diplomatic ||ed at the corner of Rue du Consuiat 


| channels, it was stated yesterday. 

It was reported in Chinese circles 
yesterday that following represen-) 
tations made by the Chinese 
merchant delegation to the French 
| Police authorities on Wednesday, 
the latter had come out to meet 
their demands half-way. That is, 
almost all. the Chinese _ sho; 
‘assistants and others involved 
brawls with units of French 
Municipal. Police on ‘ Wednesday 
have now been released, excepting 
those whom the French Municipal 
Police authorities. -consider as 
“agitators,” who are still being held 
in custody. 

According tothe arrangements 
made with the French Police on 
Wednesday following negotiations, 
the Chinese Ratepayers’ Association 
of the French Concession yesterday 
addressed a written request to the) 
, French Consul-General, M. Baudez, 
“urging that the flags that have been 
seized by th French Police be re- 
stored to thcir rightful Chinese 
owners at an early date. 

43 Chinese Arrested 


According to a Chinese report, |} 
a total of 43 Chinese -had;. been 
‘arrested by the French Municipal 
' Police on Wednesday, and that a 
‘few of them had: received injuries 


and Boulevard de Montigny were! 
still (being temporarily suspended | 
yesterday as the French municipal | 
permit has not been returned to 
the management since it was taken 
away last Wednesday. “ 

A fight between some Chinese and 
a unit of French police took place 
outside the theatre premises on 
the day in question. The Chinese 
flag hoisted in front of the theatre 
was ordered to be taken done. This 
was complied with by the manage- 
ment, but no sooner had the em- 
blem been lowered, than several 
telephone calls from unkown Chin- 
ese threatened the manager of the 
theatre with reprisals of one kind 
er another, and charged him with a 
lack of patriotism. Fearing the con- 
sequences, the management” 
caused: the flag to be hoisted 


up 
in position. This resulted in te 
performance _ permit being ! ee: 
drawn by the French authorities, 


Ms 


= 


e 


tionary. measure, but’ fortunately, no 
untoward incident occurred.~ 
~ The’ Settlement Police authorities 


pen oleate piioge 


CHINA PRESS. 


APR 29 1939 


Flag Incident 


Editor, THe Cuina Press 

Sir.—May T use your column to 
express my personal opinicn over 
the trouble arising out of prohibit- 
ing to display Chinese flavs in the 
French town yesterday. 

It was the second time that the 
French Concession barrect Chinese 
residents to hotst Blue-white ban- 
ners on memorial days of their 
jccuntry, The object of the Prench 
‘@uihorities in taking this measure 
is supposedly at suppressing undue 
or untoward accident that may 
occur in consequence of different 
political conception 

However, the local French au- 
thorities and their home govern- 
ment are invited to note that flags 
represent country. As long as the 
Chinese National Government con- 


tinues to exist, there is no reason! 


whereby any nation might rely 
upon to interfere into the Chinese 
anywhere observing the memorial 
days of their country. 

Furthermore, suppression on one 
side would often result in doubled 
reaction On the cther. Whereas the 
lecal French authorities might have 
gained some measure of success jn 
the suppression, we could hardly 
‘believe that they are not adding to 
the displeased feeling among 
Chinese. And things do speak 
themselves when we find many 
Chinese shops there cease opera- 
jticn. Though this strike is tco 
;minor and short-lived to constitute 
any significance, yet it speaks loudly 
for the Chinese reaction against 
the French suppression. 


Gn the endeavor to maintain 
international law and justice, China 
is now, as a boldest country, fight- 
ing with cone cf the world’s three 
ageressors. She should be praised 
for her courage and _ intelligence 
and likewise, should be given every 
a assistance by those who 
ove true peace. Un the circum- 
, Stance, Tet us hope pts while the 
French government has done a 
gocd part in the recent world 
crisis, the local French authorities 

“would turn attitude and always 
have in their minds, the interest cf 
hinese. 


I am, - 
Yours truly, 
2. P. Oun. 
Shangha 193: 
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CHINA PRESS. 


APR 22 1939 
French Police 
Release Last 
\Six Chinese 


| Chinese Ratepayers Said 
Making 3 Requests 
To Council 


French Municipal Police late yes- | 
terday evening released the las: six 
Chinese residents who.n they were | 
holding for allegedly prevéking| 
the flag incidents on Wednesday, it | 
was learned from a relable scur -o9 | 
restorday, 


Forty-three men in all were 
taken by the police on the in- 
auguration day of the National 


Spiritual Mobilization drive here 
when they clashed with police 
parties visiting Chinese sheps to 
urge the removal of the Chinese 
national colors from the fiag poles, 
Informed Chinese circles indicated | 
that although French authorities 
denied the immediate release of 
the six men, they had consented 
to give “special treatment" to the 
detained men. They were expected 
to be “expelled” from the Conces- 
sion within the next few days. 


Although the tension which exist- 
ed Thursday had relaxed, an un- 
1sually large number of Frenchtown 
police continued ‘o patrol the streets - 
bounded by the Bund, Rue du Con- 
sulat, Boulevard de Montigny and 
Avenue Edward VII. 

Details of the negotiation be- 
: tween the F.M.P, and the Chinese 
Ratepayers were released yesterday 
by the latter to the Chinese 
' newspapers. 
| Three requests were submitted to 
| the police by the Association: 

1. Release of the arresied men; 
2. Return of the Chinese fiags 


| 
| selzed’ by the police to their 
owners; 

3. Non-interference with the, 


—— so -.—O SSS 


hoisting of the Chinése flag in’ 
Frenchtown on any festival or 
memorial days. 

While consenting to the first 
two requests, with the. exception of 
refusing to -release the six men 
above mentioned, the police in- 
formed the Chinese that the third 
request is ‘beyond the jurisdiction 
of the F.M.P. to grant. 

Ut was suggested, however, that 
the Association refer the matter to 
the French” consular authorities, 
which ‘alone, it was said, can make 
@ final ruling on the request. \ 

Meanwaile, it was reported that | 
a jeint appeal had been sent ‘to. 
the French Ambassador, M. Henri. 
Cosme, by Chinese business on in| 

il 


lishments in the Concession’ in 
connection with the flag an 
Chinese circles here, a press 
port. stated, consider the inisident 
especially regrettable in view of 
the fact that the A shippa Sere 
on many» occasions endeavor 
strengthen . the bond. of friendship | 


between ‘China_and- France; 


gonitinived ‘flying of “the 
National’ Flag here. : 


“G642CE0 


i 


NORTILCHINA DAILY NEWS, 


APR 221939 


Nationalist Flags Not 
Approved 


Japanese Press Demand 
Immediate Removal 


Peace and order can be established 
in the foreign-controlled areas in 
Shanghai only after Nationalist flags 
have disappeared from the Interna- 
tional Settlement and French conces- 
sion, the “Shanghai Mainichi” de- 
clared editorially yesterday. 

The paper blamed the existence of 
Kuomintang agencies in’ Shanghai 
“for the continued raising of Kuo- 
mintang flags in the International 
Settlement and French Concession.” 

“Anti-Japanese Chinese groups 
here have reported the suppression of 
Kuomintang flags by French authori- 
ties last Wednesday to the Chungking 
Government, and are threatening to 
seek redress through diplomatic 
channels,” the daily stated. “Having 
receded _ from the Shanghai area, 
however, the Kuomintang Govern- 
ment has been bereft of a voice in 
Concession affairs, and is unable to 
negotiate with the French diplomats 
with regard to the activities of Con- 
cession aut iorities.” 


—— 
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Dirines the mornin of Arril ££, =nti-2pbae@r le-fléts, 
tr-nslsticn of ~hich follows, were posted un we 3 ed 


electric stondirds in tue L°favette nd sere Frocs 


1) Dorm vith ‘hinese treitoks: *ill #11 Chinese traitors! 
Down with the French who orrress tre Shinece$ 
one live tne sbinese Renuhlict 


ie who removes the fler is a treitor$ 


- Jl#n of revese 


\) Jown with the runnine soss of the Yreneh (Anne: ite 
~olicemen)! 
Dowm with the “-ench "ho orpressthe Chinese’ 
lone live the ‘ninese Republic! 
wo who rericves the flee is a treitort! 
2) Dorm vith ty tr-itorg} Fill all Chinese traitors$ 
nurrort Tener CHIANG KAI SHEK! 
Devn vith Wan? Ginn Wilt 
He who removes the flag is > treitor$’ 


4\ Dorm with imperisalism’ 


Survort SHINAG K*I SHEKS$ 
ae Lone live the Chinese Republics’ 
/\ He who removes the flag is a tr:-itor$ 


At 6 ae e this morning, pro=Chinese handwritten 
leaflets were found posted ur on the walls of Rue Pere 
Froe and Avenue Dubaile The following is tronslation of 
gs@2me $ 
1) To love the country is the duty of the people. 


2) Do not be afraid of bans, vhotever sacrifices sre made. 


In addition, Chinese netional flags made from paper on 
the bottom of which were inscribed “Geheral Spiritual 
Mébilization” were found stuck to the side of the above 


mentioned pamphlets. 


At 9 aem. A Gozen small paper national flags were 
found posted on the electric light poles on Route St. 
Fi Lofeyaiier between Avenue Dubail and Route Pere Robert. 
pes Several other similar fl»gs were stuck up on a wall in Rue 
rd, 


Post 
Messenet opposite the Raxksumxtentiom office. 
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» Nee’ ae Peace 


April 21, 1939. Yorning Translation. 


Ts Mei Wan Peo dated April 20 and other local newspapers i- 
s a 2 of rce 


The Shenghri Chineee Chamber of Commerce 
issued the following urgent notice yesterday morning 
advising shops in the French Conceesion to resume 
operatiois’= 

"The diplomatia relations between China 
and France hove alwey8%G8rdieal. The present incident 

ez the hoieting of the notional fleg wos brought about 
YY excessive execution of their duty on the part of the 
\ Russian policemen. The affair is indeed most deplorable. 
< The Government has been requested to open negotiations, 
therefore s11 shops should resume business and writ 
patiently and calmly for . proper solution of the effair." 


Ta Mei Pao ond other logesl newSpspers %- 


sb Hes od a 4 
Ms STO Tf B TUR\L CIRS 


To-day being the propsagands day for 
cultursl circles in connection with the proprgenda 
week for the nrtional Spiritual mobilization, locel 
cultursl bodics have issued the following menifestose 

"As we are all citizens of the Republic, 
we Should encrgetically take part in the national 
epiritual mobilizition movement and do everything in 
Our power to carry out the general principles governing 
the netionsal spiritual mobilizntion. Our duty is to 
Accelerate the movement. We should swear to abide by 
the principles governing citizenship, especially at 
this time when the national spiritual mobilization is 
being observed. At the same time we should observe 
the general principles of the movement and the mereures 
governing its enforcement.® 


; —, 
SHAKLYS: RYT AL FoUbe 
8S. B. REGIGTR 


No. 8. B. Df 
Date RS ee, 


ne 


April 25, 1°39. Forning Translation. 


Hwa ei Chen Pao and other local newspapers 3i- 


In connection with the interference by the 
French Concession authorities with the hoisting of the 
Chinese national flag, the arrested persons have been 
released brt the sé@ized flags have not yet been returned 
despite the arrangement reached following the negotiations 
between the Chinese Ratepayers' Association in the 
French Concession and the Commissioner of the French 
Police. The public is closely watching developmenta 
in the affair. The shops have made repeated enquiries 
of the Chinese Ratepayers’ association regarding the 
return of their flags seized by the French Police. 

Mr. Koh Su-liang (pz )» Secretary of 
the Chinese Ratepayers’ associations called at the 
Lukawei Police Station at 9 aem. yesterday and requested 
the return of the comfiscated flags, but was told that 
no instructions had been issued by the FPreuch Consui- 
General, to this effeat. Conaequently Ghui Tseng-hwa 
( ce AE conmitteeman of the Association, called at 
the French Consulate-General at 10.30 aeme yesterday 
and was received by MW. Biot, the Frenoh Vice-Consul. 

In the course of the interview, Vr. Ghuiy» 
after reiterating the arrangement reached with the 
Commissioner of the Freneh Police whieh provided for 
thc release of the arrested persons and the return of 
the seized flags on presentation of a letter from the 
Association, requested that the Consul-General issue 
instructions to the Police for the return of the flags. 

In reply,» Me Blot said that the French 
authorities would return the flaga according to the 
original arrangement as gs00on as certain procedure had 
been completeds; he promised to hat.d back the flaga to 
the Association this morning, A »ril 25- 


Sin Wan Pao s=- 


ew 


st of Chines ‘la 


On April 21, the Japanese Consul-General 
called on Mr. Franklin, Chairman of the S.MoCe»s and 
requested that the display of the Chinese national 
flag in the International Settlement be prohibited. 

A reporter of this paper yesterday enquired 
of a certain officer of the S.M.C. about the Council's 
attitude towards this demand and was informed thet the 
Council has not yet considered the question nor has 
it been referred to the Gouncil meeting for discussion 
for this question is a most difficult one. 


SHANGIAL © VENING POST & MERCURY, 7 


+25 1939 


Frenchiown Flag 
Return Problem 
Causing Worries}. 


cp He Chinese Ratepcyers’ 
Association in the French 
Concession is today. faced with 
the difficult problem of return- 
ing the 200 Chinese national 
flags to the different shops from 
which they were = selzed by 
French police last 
Wednesday. Being 
of the sam? patJ 
tern, elthough in 
several sizes, the 
task of identiiy- 
ing the Inawtful 
owners of the 
flags would prove aimost im- 
possible. . 

The fiags, totalling more 
than 200, were returned to the 
association at 10 o’cloek this 
morning by the French police 
alter prolonged negotiations, 

It is understood that the 
Chinese demand for non-inter- 
ference in flag hoisting in the 
future has been referred to 
Chungking where the Foreign 
Ministry and the French Em- 
bassy will discuss the matter. 


ee | 
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SHANGHAI TIMES, 


APR 26 1939 


SEIZED FLAGS TO BE 
HANDED BACK 


Chinese Ratepayers Given 


Repre:entatives of the Chinese 
Ratepayers’ Association of the 
French Concession yesterday morn- 


ing called upon the French Munici- | 


pal Peclice authorities to obtain 
the return of the Chinese national 
flags which had been’ seized -by 
the French police in different parts 
of the Concession last Wednesday. 

A promise that all the flags now 
in the custody of the French 
Municipal Police would be restored 
to their rightful owners by yester- 
day, was promised by M. Blot,, 
French Vice-Consul, when the rate- 
payers’ representatives interviewed 
him last Monday morning. 

Over 100 flags had been seized, 
and as these had been placed in 
different police stations, it might 
take a day or two before all of 
them are restored to the Chinese. 
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REPORT 6 
Dee... PEL1.269... 19 39. 


Subject (in full) ..... Arrest of an anti-Japanese 


ote the? Geog, fo 


Made by cece. cccceveee Dt SePittse Forwarded by 


4n regard to the endorsement of the Commissioner 
of Police appearing on the attached translation of 
an article appearing in the Sin Shun Pao of April 
22, 1939, I forward herewith a copy of the French 
Police report relating to this affair together with 


translation. 


Aa Qos 


D. Se 


Trenslation of French Police Report No. 
4276 dated Avril 21, 1939 


dk \ 
4 { 
Subject 3 Arrest of one SHEN KI ! &. Writer of 


anti-J2penese and conmunist slogans at the 


entrance of Lane 514 Rue Amirali Bayle. 


About 7.630 pem. April 19, 1939, our G.D.C. 35¢€ 


arrested in front of 


Lane 514 Rue amirel Bayl+, 2 young 
Chinese who hrd just -ritten in chelk on the révement the 
following inscriptions s- 
1. Glcrious soldiers,you will soon be victorious § 
2e The cooperstion of tne Kuomintang with Communism 
demonstrates the tinion of force to resist to the 
finishe 
3. Resist until death $ 
4. Lone live Bolshevism ! 
5.- Secure the final victory by the blood of martyrs ! 
6. Resistance to the finish, final victory ! 
7. Rise-up, traitors and runnine dogs 
8. To struggle for existence is to struggle for justice ?f 
9. May the National flag drape the glorious dead 
10. Restore our territory & 

Taken to the Political Branch, the person arrested 
declared his name to be SHEN KI (/ESF ) alias SHEN KOO JEN 
( iM) tA) and made a statement, which is attached. 

From enquiries made by us, it appears that this individual 
can be categorised as a stray sheep, whose parents have 
had to separate from him on account of his manner of 
living and the numerous debts he has contracted. 

At the age of 14 years, he wes known to the Political 
Branch for having participated in a student's movement 
directed against the head of the King Ping ( a 4 ) 


Secondary School, corner of Rues Pere ¥Froe and Ghaps=* 


- 2] 3 
which, however, is now closed. 

In 1937, he joined the "Nstional Snlvation Anti- 
Jnpenese Comittee," an organ which, accordin:: to his 
statement, was dissolved upon the occupation of Nent:o by 
Jap -nese troops. 

In september 1938, he was a member of & group of 


Chinese suerillas in the Chinkians neigfhoournood, but 


es 
He returned to Snanchai in March 1939 where he 
found himself with neither work nor nome. He draws 
seversl mesrsre amcints from one of his former school-métes 
nemed YANG WEI MING( yo : ) who is now studying at the 


Ghunp Hwe School (— / F ), Buntangloong, Honan Roade 


/ 


These facts =-nd the state of mind in which SHEN KI 
wes found to be, brought us to the conelusion that we were 
in the presence of a political disturbver of the peace. 

Consuler Ordinance No. 251 of September 2, 1937 
which allows for the deportation of any individual 
indulsing in political manifestations in the French 


Concession will, therefore, be applied. 


A OP bbe sped ioc A 


My name is SHEN KI, alias ilsN 


Sheanshri, April 21, 1939. 


1 


Wide on April 21, 1939 in Shanghai by sHUE r(/t. 


What ore your nemes, aze, place of birth, occupation 


and domicile ? 


a native of Shanazhaie At present I am unemployed 
and of no fixed abode. Sometimes I live in *he 
Tun: Shine (Fs in ) Lodging House, 170 Rue Lafayette 
and sometimes at 298/280 Rue Chapsal; the rome of 
my friend, YANG WEI MING, who is a student in the 
Ghune Hwe Sehool, Buntanmgloons, Honan Road. 

Iwas born in Shanghei in 192}; my father SHEN 
KVEI LONG ( if /'s ) was Chief of a Chapei Police 
Station; he died in 1925. 

From seven to twelve years, I was educated in 
the "Chuan Ghiad (HA ti ) Primary School,” Shanghai 
sub-prefecture. From 12 to 14 I continued my 
studies in the "Nan Tung" Secondary School, in 
northern Kiangsu. In 1934 I returned to Shanghai 
and for a further year studied at the “King Pinge™ 
( + } ) Secondary School at the corner of Rues 
Pere Froc and Chapsale It is now closed. While 
attending the last mentioned school, I participated 
in © movement directed against the head of the 
institution, in consequence of which I was called to 
the Political Branch for purposes of interrogation. 
From September 1936 to January 1937, I worked as an 
apprentice in the Farmers’ Bank of China at Hsiang 
Tan ( 9}? ), Hunan. Falling seriously ill, I 
returned to Sharighsi in early 1937. From February 


to July 1937, I remained at home unemployed. From 


- = 


the stert of the Sino-Jrp: nese hostilities, I herve been 4 
member of the “Anti-J=»pxnese Nation»l Salvation Committee," 
Following the retreat of *he Netionalist troops, I took 
refuge in the village of Hai &@n Chens, Tai An, Northern 
Kiangsu, in my aunt's home, at the request of my mother 

who loved me still. In April 12938 1 returned to Shanghai 
and resided with my mother SHSN Gil SZE ( I fps ) at Noe 
1e Mane Yi Li ( ? ~ - ), Route Conty. 
Ag Iowns without work »nd my mother was unable 
to suprort ine she announced in the press (Sin Wan Pao) 
on September 16, 1938 thet she was separetin: from me 
ana that she would teke no responsiblity for my future 
activities. Lawyer JANG DAH TSONG, whose office is in 
San Chiang Fang, Rue du Marche, witnessed this es ee ee 
After having secured $100 I also signed a bond separating 
me from my familye 
On September 21, 1938 I proceeded to Chinkiang 
where I worked with a group of Chinese guerillas. Not 
peins in egreement with the leaders of this band who 
were just bandits, I returned to Shanghai on March 12, 1939. 
I am now living on the help given me by my friend 
YANG WEI MING( #8 eq ), mentioned higher. 

Qt: Are you a member of the Chinese Communist Party? 

Az I have not yet joined the Party, but I believe in its 
doctrines. If it is possible, I intend to enrol in 
the Communist 4th Army now operating in Kiangsu and 
Anhweie 

Qs How were you directed to inscribe the communist and anti- 
Japanese slogans on the pavement opposite 514 Rue 
Amiral Bayle and from whom did you receive such 
instructions ? 


As I believe in the principles of the Communist Party and 


it was on my own initiative that I wrote these slogans 


to advise the poruls.ce and to maintain their petriotic 


spirit. 
Your activities 2re covered vy Consular Ordinance No« 252 


Qs 
of September 2, 1937 which provides for the deportation 


from the #rench Concession, of any individual 
and safety. 


indulsing in activities endangerin: 
plat 
Have you anything to say in your cefence cd 


ana I do not resret 


peace 


As I heve acted from potriotic motives 


wnat I have done€e 


4pril 22, 1939. Morning Translation. 


Shun Pao end other local newspapers 38- 


Referring to the measureg concluded between 
the representatives of the Chinese Ratepayers' Association 
in the French Concession and the Commissioner of the 
French Police, the Association sent/the following letter 
to the French Consul-General at 1 pem. yesterday s- 


“In connegtion with,the flag incident, 
hessrs Jui Chung-hwa BE ak )» Ghuin Zing-ngen (He $2Z ) 
and Tai Tsung-foong (fv BL), members of this &ssociation, 
have ciscussed with the omnissioner of the French Police 
and concluded certain measures to settle the incident. 
The Commissioner has suggested that the Association 
write a letter asking for thé retum of the flags 
det@incd by the Policese # 

"We hereby send this letter to request 
the Consul-General to lose’ no time in instructing 
French Police Headquarters to return the detained flags." 


The flags ‘scized by the French Police had 
not yot bem returmed up to the time when this report 
went to press. . 

According to information from reliable 
sources, this delay is probably due to routine procedure 


CONmTpENTIAr™ of any chinge in the arrangements. 


n Shun Peso (Japenese owed Chinese lenguage newspaper) %6- 


Lif 
. wr ; 4&ccording to informetion secured from &@ 
Sp , reliable sources the flag incident in the French 
oe ant Concession was instigated by Communists, some of whom 
“a oe aie - in foreign dress were seen making false announcements 
ow + _ elong Ruc du Consulat to the effect that the counterp 
4 ae oa *. offensive of the Kuomintang Army h®s proved a gr3at 
fi rita SUCCEBSe Igorent merchants were deceived and hoisted 
} Tage flagse The French Police made ® search for the rumour 
a ~ mongers, but they had olready disappearede 


Shun Pao 4nd other local newspapers &6- 


Y .. Ministry of Foreign sffairs Requested to Open Negotiations 


2% The flag represents a &tion and eny people 
avelthe right to hoist their netional flege The cases 
<“jhterference with tho hoisting/of the Chinese flag 

he French Concession will preve harmful to the good 
ations betweon China and Frorices Local Chinese 
telegram to the Ministry 


“hy 


pee ° 


that negotiations be opened/with the French Ambassador 


1 to Chin@® over the incident 

mr) 

EO 3...» The lica@m of the Crystal Folace Theatre 
Vi (BAAR) was returhed on the afternoon of April 21. 


es It will resume operations %s usual to-daye 


\ 
\ 
Mg erence Soom ppm paaeemner nnn 


April 22, 1939. Yorning Translation. 
Ta . ei \Wan Pao (Comment) dated April 21 G- 


ho _ Right to Interfere Jith Fiag sioisti: 

A gerious dispute took place in the 
French Concession on April 19, the propacanda day for 
peasants, workers and commercial circles, over the 
hoisting of national flagm. It is indeed a matter for 
profound regret that such an important incident should 
have taken place. It has intensified the unification 
and determination of the residents. 

a third party has absolutely no right to 
trespass upon the administrative rights of the French 
Concession, nor have the Concession authorities the 
right to interfere with the hoisting of the national 
flag. The flag of Albanias a conquered councry,s, if 
atill being displayed in New Yorn, then all the much 
more should the fiag of China be allowed to be hoisted 
for China is an independent nation and the French 
Concession ig not a colony of a third nation but is 
part and parcel of China's territorye 

It is the right of any people to hoist 
their national flag. So long as their country exists 
As an independent nation, such a right and freedom 
is to be enjoyed by the people free from any unreasonable 


interference by the authorities. 
So far we are still ignorant of the 


ecaese of the French Police action in prohibiting the 
display of the Chinese national flag. We hope that 
this incident arose through 9 misunderstanding and that 
the French authorities will voluntarily do something 


to remove this misunderstanaing- 
As regards the Chinese people, they 


should curb their impuisiveness and wait calmly for 

a proper solution of the affair leat traitorous elements » 
who are eagerly waiting for an Aaggravacion of the 
incident, should take advantage of the opportunity to 
inatigate trouble. We should remain calm and patient 

and be careful not to fall into the trap of a *third 
party.® 
There is absolutely no doubt that we 

must resist unreatonable oppressions put such resistance 
must be carried out in a peaceful mannere We must 

bear in ming that the “spirit of resistances,” as that 
adopted by Mre Gandhi» ig well worth adopting. So long 

as the residents are unanimous in their determination 

and adopt a resolute but calm attitude to deal with 

the present affaires we may expect justice and rightteous- 


ness to prevail. 


Shun Pao (Editorial) dated April 21 8~- 


Te flag incident in the French Concession 
hna been temporarily settied end the question will be 
left to the high authorities for final settlement. 

Many cumours were prevolent after the 
flag incidente Some regtrded the incident as having 
been instigated by the Kyominteng end the Commu niet 
Party» while others say that the incident h»d revenled 
that the French people sre flnttering the strong and 
oppressing the weake All such sayings re without 


found stion. 


itienienndne eee 


April 22, 1939. Morning Tranelation, 


At preeent the Kuominting and the Communist 
Party are engnge@ad in a wer of resistance end in the 
reconstruction of the nation, therefore they heve no 
desire to creste any trouble. france if working together 
with Greet Britein for an anti-aggression understanding 
in order to help the wenk and ehe will never fletter 
the etrong or opprese the werke 

During the war of resistance, the Chinese 
Government hoe, on many occ>sione, distinguished friend 
from foe. Chinn is doing her best to win friends ond 
would not like to heve eny trouble with forcign n-tions. 
Chins wents sssistrnec from friendly notions for her 
reconstruction work efter the terminrtion of the war 
of resistancee 

A false allegation is being mrde thet 
9 victory for China in her wor of resistance will prove 
harmful to the interests of the foreign sowers in 
China. The firg incident in the French Concession will 
give such people 1 chance to make such allegations and 
the authorities concerned should be very carefule 


SHANGHAI 


S.A. R 
TIMES, 


APR 25 1938 


A wire from the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs stating that negotia- 
tions have been carried on with the 
French Embassy in Chungking over 
the “flag incident” in the French 
Concession in Shanghai, has been 
received by the local Chinese public 
bodies, it was reliably reported. yes- 
terday. 

The local Chinese public bodies 
had previously petitioned the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs, following 
the unpleasant “flag incident,” urg- 
ing that a strong protest be lodged 
with the French Embassy authori- 
ties, and requesting that steps be 
taken to safeguard the freedom of 
Chinese citians to hoist their 
national flags on appropriate o¢ca- 
sions. The French authorities were 
also requested to guarantee that no 
similar “flag incident’ should’ occur 
again in the Concession. 


RR 


<< - 


Chungking Still Discussing 
Frenchtown “Flag” Dispute 


According to Chinese reperts, the 
Chinese national tags seized by the 
French municipal police last Wed- 
nesday had not yet been returned 
to their rightful owners last week- 
end as was earlier expected. A 
spokesman of the F.M.C., when ask- 
ed by the “Shanghai Times” yester- 
day afternoon, declared that the 
flags were to be returned to their 
owners yesterday. 


The Chinese Ratepayers’ Assucia- 
tion in the French Concession, 
Chinese reports stated, had ap- 
preached the F.M.P. to request that 
these flags be restored to the Chin- 
ese shops at an early dute. Th: 
the Chinese claim, was one of the 
conditions jn the Sino-Freneh com- 
promise measure which amicably 
‘settled the “flag incident,” towards 
the end of last week. 


rire i ee 
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Proclam:tion of the #¥rench au fffori tiés. Ce 
oa . ee 
Aprii 15), 1959. 

Notice is hereby piven that in the French 
CONce selon political dsemdnstratiumsa of iny mind 
are strictiy forbidden becnruse sach demonstrations 
are evident.ay instizeted by aygitutors who are 
intere ted in creatine Uisturbi.nces and menacing 
peace &nd good order. Whiie respectin: the sentiments 


ef all, the authorities ulso have to take the 
necessary st@€ps to aischur,ze the responsibility of 
maintaining the “bsclute neutrrliity of the Concession 
and safeguarding the tranquility of the residents. 
When necessary, a,ritators will be expelled. With 
the exception of the Nitional Day, any coilective 
display of flegs which has the meaning of a political 
demonstration, is prohibited. This notice is 


agein issued for the information of ail residents. 


t Neecioageor Sa 


April 20, 1939. Vorning Translation. 


French Police Issue Proclamation 


On April 19 the French authorities issued 
the following proclamation:- 

“Notice is hereby given that in the French 
Concession political demonstrations are strictly 
forbidden on the ground thst such demonstrations will 
lead to disturbances and menace peace and good order and 
might have been instigated by bad elementse Apart from 
taking the necessary stepss the authorities will maintain 
the neutrality of the Goncession and will undertake full 
responsibility for the protection of the residents. If 
necessary, the authorities will expel bad elements. 
AS regards the collective display of the hational 
flag, such display has the meuning of a political 
demonstration and is prohibited, cxcept in the case of 
National celebrations. This notice is ag: in issued 
for the information of all residents." 


Sin Shun Pao (Japanese owned Chinese languagg newspaper) s- 
Police Agtion Taken at Request of Shangbé i City Government 


¢ 
Yesterday being the propsgghda day for the 

peasants, workers and commercial cirgiles of the propsgends 

week of the national spiritual mobi¥ization, the Chinese 

notional flag was hoisted by #11 the shops in the Foreign 

the Benen Skee ugre however rgmoved by the Police of 

the and takey’ to police stations. 

This action was taken by the authorities at the request 

of the Shanghai Csty Government. 


On April 18 Adentical letters issued by the 
so-called "China Youths? Patriotic Salvetion Association" 
were received by all CGJiinese language newspapers of 
British, American andfother foreign ownership. 

Yesterdag the following final warning addressed 
to the 3,000,000 Chgnese residents in Shanghei was issued 
by the ASsocintion£s~- 

"Unlegs the residents discontinue the hoisting 
of the blue aky fgnd white sun flag, bulletea and bombs 


by the “ShangMai Evening Post & Meroury” yesterday. It 
reads as folZowsst=- 

The national flag is a symbol of a nation. 
Pollowing e outbresk of the Sino-Japanese hostilities, 
this Assofintion has on several oceasions issued warnings 


hoisti of the blue sky and white sun flag, but the warnings 
were ignored. Therefore » final warning was issued 
yestefday urging the rcsidents to come to their senses. 
Uniefss they modify their present sttitude, bullets and bombs 
wi be used sgr-inst them. The public are hereby warned 
nos to compisin of not having being informed beforehand 
if their lives are endangered for hoisting such flags.* 


Wa 


DZS AUTORITES FRasCAISES DISTRI“NUE LS 
‘ TocCaSIOnN Ds LA RSACTIOM Yai. 
LUPENDICTION NUN PaVOTISSMENT aY 

Ul: CARACTARE NS MAKIFPSSTaTION POLITIQUE. 


"Les Avtoritas Pranqgaises ranpellent 4 12 popes 
Ntxen gue Les manifestations polatiques, Guelles anfelires 
“soient restent risourensament intercites sur Tn conees= 
"sion. Ces menafestations sont évicemment prevoquees .3 
les avitateurs ayant inter&t \ créer Ces trouvles “oOo ws 
“ture Vnudire A Lierdre publae «et A la adeurit . Leo waite 
"pi tes Prancaises, tout en cespectant les semimontr de 
Nehacun, ant. 7 Aevoly oe prendre Les meswees, quad, » "nyo 
"sent pour assurer L'absolue neutralité de La cencessven 
“et la tranquilite dss residents. Slles espulscront 21 
esoain les agitateurs. 

"En particulier les pavoisements mussefs, revétant 
i 


un caractére cde manifestation politique sont intercits, 


“sauf A L'occesion me la Pte utionale™. 


ities | SIANBWAL AUMUCIELL 02. 
ae 3 SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 8. & REGISTR: 


Sel, Specie] RiinBh d Restos —— 


REPORT 


The remaining Chinese resident of the French 
Conceesion who was arrested by the French Police on the 
occasion of the propaganda day of the People's Spiritual 
Mobilization Movement, April 19, wes removed from cells 
on april ££ and escorted to Avenue swdward Vif where he 
was told not to return to the Concession. 

Arrangementa are being made by the French Concession 
Chinese Ratepayers’ Association to open negotiations with the 


French Police to return the national flage. 


jj 
Fil ee oe el 
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“pew 
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ald D.C. (Special Branch). 
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NORTH-CHINA DAILY NEWS, 


APR 2 4 1989 


Chungking Lodges 


Flag Protest 
c 
Dissatisfaction at French 
Concession Action 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs at 
Chungking has formally lodged a 
protest with the French Ambassador 
tu China against the removal of Chi- 
nese national flags in the French Con- 
cession in Shanghai last week when 
the Wags were hoisted to celebraic 
the cpening of the general spiritual 
mobilization campaign. 

Although the incident has been set- 
tled locally, the Ministry is reported 
age from Chungking to be 
tisfied ;and wishes the French 
authcrities to yuarantee against its 
repetiticn. It is revealed that prior 
to the latest incident the Ministry has 
twice made representations against 
‘similar incidents. 

Local Chinese reports indicate that 
the incident has not yet been com- 
pletely settled us some persons ar- 
rested in connection with the incident 
are still being detained and that flags 
taken down by the French police have 
not yet been returned. It is expect- 
ed, however, that these flags will be 
returned to-morrow to the Chinese 
Ratepayers Association in the French 
Concession. 

Chinese residents in the Concession 
wish that the incident will be settled 
completely, for next month tehre will 
be many occasions when flag display 
is necessary. They are reported to 
have urged the ratepayers association 
to conduct turther negotiations in 
ord?r to reach a “rational” settlement. 
it was previously reported that wish- 
ing to maintain strict neutrality auth- 
orities of the Fvench Concession here 
would not allow the flying of Chi- 
nese flags on/any occasions excepting 
the Chinese national holiday. 


CHINA PRESS. 


APR'2 4 1939 


Chinese Distribute 
Leaflets Against 


Concession Action 


Hundreds of leaficts were 
showered on the streets in the 
vicinity of the Great World 
amusement — resort late last 
night, protesting the “unsatis- 
factory manner the flag incident 
was settled.” 

In strong language, the leaflets 
denounced the allegedly high 
handed. methods used ‘vy the 
French Municipal Police to sup- 
, Press the hoisting of the Chinese 
national colors in the Conces- 
“sion last Wednesday. 


ORM NO 4 : 4 file INOP eS Cy: Ste 
hea SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. SG. . REGIBTIY 


3.1, Spec iad, cpa me hisketses, 
Date ABFI1 21s 199%. 


Subject (in full).....Peocle's Spiritual mooilizetion «ovement - dismute vetween 


REPORT 


“rench tunicinpal Autnorities «nd Uninese residents settled 


Made yf, 


nd . Forwarded by... 2244. orawford 


Chinese shops in the trench Concession “nich closed 
on April 19 as e& protest ageinst the prohivition vy the 
Srench Vunicipal Authorities of hoisting National trlags on 
that day in observance of tne reonle's Spiritual s.ovilization 


lovement, have resumed ousiness, and the situztion in the 


‘S Prench Concession is nrrctically normal tnis morning, April 21. 
A ‘ 
e 5 the Chinese residents arrested for veing involved in 
dae the trouole heve been relensed in the afternoon of Anril 20 
gor OWN 
ah with the excertion of some tnree or four persons who are 
f way be a , 
£ gat, : reported to ve responsiole for posting and shouting slogens. 
‘ » mg 7 a 
ped Wiley Tt is s:id that they will ve eitner released on shop security, 


Pl or expelled from the Concession, or disposed oft vy the Court. 


REPORT 


Date ApYil 22,5" “Tg 59- 
Subject (in full)... Pegple's Spiritual Mobilization Movement - Chinese _ 


NAGLE Wf sets cpp ccs and Forwarded by DeI. Crawford 


With tne exception of one, all the Chinese 
vosidents of the Yrencn Concession arrested on April 19 
and 26 for being concerned in the flag incident have 
been released. 

The National flags taken away by the French Police 


on the occasion of the propaganda day of the People's 


Spiritual Mobilization Movement will be handed over to the 


french Concession Chinese atepayers' association. 


fh! D. aie 
\ ar} ‘ 
08 SF D.C. (Special Branch). 
we 
Pe: oe ; 


FP. 207a 
K. 500-3-39. 


: 2, Four A 
* i eo 
Ref. No.....2.252...2..94385 


Headquarters, 


Shanghai Municipal Police, 


and begs to forward herewith the following documents relative to the 
subject referred t.o above 


1.Copias of Police reports. 
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eamcd SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. w & 8 r. ae 
on S.1, Special Branch, xn, 
19 2a," 
Subject 
eT ASC CS. OW At De pee emetic os os mig oane ceaensie <avckessynegcanecee-msclemes 
AL ade bx ana Forzcarded hy D.I. Crawford 
Under the auspices of the Shanzhei Verious 
Circles! VWational Spiritual General Mobilization 


Association, loczl Chinese industrial and commercial 
circles marked the observance of this Movement by 
hoisting the netional flags 
nassed off nuietly in the Internetional Settlement 
but minor incidents took place in the French 
Concession. 

During the morning of April 19, the French 
Municipal Authorities desnatched & party of police 
to vatrol the French Concession for the purpose of 
prohibitinr the hoisting of National flags within its 
jurisdiction. Disputes over the taking down of the 
flags arose between the French Police and 2 number of 
Chinese shops which include the following :- 


(1) Dah Kwang Ming (RAS W] ) Underwear Company, 
414 Rue de Consulat. 


(2) Land Bank of China, 543 Avenue Joffre. 


(3) Yar Mei Kwei (Hi A) Confectionery Shop, 
12 Route Voyron. 


(4) Chung Hwa Vocational Educational Institute, 
80 Route Voyron. 


(5) Tien Ziang (A 7 ) Cigarette & Exchange Shop, 
521 Avenue Jofifre. 


(6) Crystal Palace Theatre, 1 Rue Kraetzer. 
(Licence permit was taken away by the police). 


In addition, aporoximately forty Chinese residents 
of the French Concession were arrested and are still 
being detained by the French Police this morning, 


April 20th. Several of the arrested persons are 


ie 


SB ose File No. 
SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


Station, 


REPORT 
WDUGAL avictzcpcre meus: ‘ 19 


Subject pee a coakde. . ESE cyl ackwabewWSceve scakeevardsdaneawcuee a aeeete sede havc: Aces seagieevAasemenes ene cired Sct Sesieseeeeeass : 


Miuade by Forwarded by . 


reportei to have received slight injuries during the 


As the result of this incident, Chinese shops 
onsulat between Rue Hue end Rue Palixkao 
closed their doors at 1.30 pem. April 19, and at 
present, approximately 50% of the Chinese shops in 
the French Concession are opercting behind closed 
aoors #s a protest egeinst the attitude of the French 
Municipal Authorities. Certain Chinese shcps in the 
French Concession are reported to have received 
anonymous telephone cells this morning advising them 
to close or if they have already closed their premises 
to remain closed. 

At 9.30 poem. April 19, two members of the 
Political Section of the French Police called upon 
Mr. Kying Ding-sung (Bo pe. ir ), Cheirman of the 
Chinese Retepayers' Association in the French 
Concession and requested him to advise the shops 
to resume business. 

During the same evening, some twenty members 
of the French Concession Chinese Ratepayers' Association 
held a conference on the premises of the Crystal Palace 
Theatre, No.l Rue Kraetzer, and diseussed the Situation. 
The following resolutions were passed :- 
1. That the French Consular Authorities be reouested 


to effect the release of the Chinese arrested on 
April 19. 


ee eaten 


File No. 


Uy SUMeIes 
SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
puccitvatstemOval Lowy 
REPORT 
. DC). ee 19 
a 
SIDI RET wpe sac steesta tess <a Spencers: wnenseices = wnat Lovee ares a ahee ee 2 io pesitaalass 
Alade by Porsingided BY, ea os ees ee Se titi(‘i;~;*és aw 
roe That the Chinese Councillors of the French 
Hunicipal Council te urged to newotiate with 
the French Authorities over tne matter. 
3s Thet details of the incident be reperted to 
the National Government at Chungking. 
The French Municival Authorities have decided 
to publish a notice to the effect that any movement 
in the form of political demonstrations will be 


immediately 


and order in the 


2rench Concession 


prohibited in order to preserve peace 


and nat the 


hoisting of National flaeys will be permitted only 


on the occasion of the National Holiday (Oct.wber 10). 


This notice is exvected to be 


D.C. (Special Branch). 


issued to-day, April zo. 
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Subject (in full)... roucinition of the Neistises of mation d 


JT OME ROM COS SG i Ms ee Se el lean eee oa tesa le Jn 


Made by... Bete Fan Lien-pine 


In coniuection with newsna:er urticles reé 
the Mationel S-isitusl Mobilization Wovement ts the 


at “Nationel Plass will be ap yreciately 


ice this morning sent £0 Chinese policeuen 


Feencn Concession to prohibdit the heisting of 


flescs within ite jurisdiction. 


i = DeC.(Special Branch) 
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April 18, 1939, &ftermoon Trénsglation,. 


Chinese-4merican Daily News and other local Newspapers t- 


Na TIC gl SPIRITUAL kOBILIZATION PROPAGANDA WEEK 


To-day being the citizens propaganda day 
of the national spiritusl mobilization propaganda week, 
the Shenghai Citizens! National Spiritual Mobilization 
&ssociation has issued the following manifesto :- 

"The wer of resistance has entered the 
second stages During this period we should adopt 
the offensive instead of the defensive so @s to recover 
the lost territory and establish a New Chine. In 
order to achieve this, the n@tionel spiritusel mobilization 
is necessary so that people throughout the country may 
struggle for the salvation of the nation under the 
direction of ao united orgenization, 

“In the past, certain persons thought that 
China, being a weak country, will not be able to withstend 
the enemy. Some became very happy upon hearing of 
victories from the front, while others became disappointed 
upon letrning of the loss of a large city. Meny paid 
no attention to the war. Suoh behaviour will certainiy 
affect the wer of resistanoe. 

“China is now face to face with a most 
dengerous crisis. The strength of the 450,000,000 
people should be employed in the defence of the country 
and to drive away the enemy. Thus, final victory may 
be assurede The object of the nétional spiritual 
mobilization is to unify and strengthen the people's 
organization end to correct all improper habits md 
thoughts. This Association hopes that local Chinese 
citizens will join.® 


To-morrow will be the propaganda day for 
farmers, lebourers and merchants. The responsible 
persons of the National Spiritual Mobilization Association 
of these circles the other day held a meeting, at which 
it was resolved to issue an open letter addressed to 
fermers, lebourers end merchants and to advise shops, 
factories end residents to hoist the nationsl flag on 
April 19. Therefore, the n@2tional flag will be flowm 

je-morrow to may the spirit of the nationel spiritual 
movdvilization,. 


ELG HONG 


The following notice gypears in the edvertise- 
ment columns of the *Shun Pac" ay 
O esecsecce 
The letters and 3 
this &ssociation end member’ hongs heave been received. 
Both this &ssociation eangmember hongs have always 
adopted an attitude of »sfon-oco-operation with illegal 
organizations. Prigzé to receipt of your letter, we 
hed elrcedy directed tellow merchanta to express our 
etand -nd issued 4 joint manifesto. 
We sYfereby publish this notice as a reply to 


your letter, 
The Shanghei Pig Heng Owners! Guild. 
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Subject 


vo Ws Pa No a caging 

SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. oe She 
Sel, SpeciaY BRanchy vious : 

REPORT 
19 


anc Forwarded by D-I-. Crawford 


During the morning of April 20, Mir. Tsang Chi- 
sien (Gt PE }, Councillor of the French Municipal 
Council, acting in the capacity of a representative of 
the Chinese Ratepayers! Association in French 
Concession, interviewed the Deputy Commissioner of 
French Police and it was agreed that the Chinese 
Ratepayers! Association notify all shops to resume 
business, and that the forty persons arrested on 
April 19 be released and flags returmed. 
At 2 pem., written instructions in the form of 
‘ a circular notice were issued by the French Concession 
a Chinese Ratepayers' Association. It reads as follows : 
: "In connection with the flag incidmt, this 
association detailed representatives to discuss the 
settlement of the dispute with the French Authorities. 
For the sake of maintaining friendly relations 
between China and France, the various shops are 
hereby requested to resume business in order to 
ye! avoid a further aggravation of the incida@t.' 
if Following the receipt of this notice, a number 
of shops are reported to have re-opened at about 3.15 Ppeme 
It is expected that other Chinese shops in the French 
Concession will follow the lead of the others and 


resume business later. 


G. 
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D-C. (Special Branch). 
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CHINA PRESS 


APR 211929 


“Flag Incident’? In-F rench,,. | : 
Concession Brought To End: 


Chinese Shops Re-open, As Police Reportedly 


Release 


Detained Men, Return Flags 


Chinese shops in Frenchtown, 
closed since Wednesday, reopened 
for business at 5 p.m. yesterday 
following an amicable settlement of 
the incidents, caused by the official, 
jban on the hoisting of the Chinese} 
national flag. 

The settlement was reached be- 
tween officials of the French Muni- 
cipal Council and representatives of 
the Chinese sho,» owners. 


| An unconfirmed report indicated 
jenat the French Folice had released 
all the Chinese who were detained 
'on Wednesday and had returned all 
flags seized by the police during 
several affrays. 

Acting in behalf of the Chinese 
shop owners was the Chinese Rate- 
payers Association, which earlier 
yesterday circularized a statement 
urging the reopening of the shops. 


Statement Issued 


The statement indicated that 
negotiations with the French au- 
thorities were in progress and de- 
clared that resumption of business 
was necessary to preserve Sino- 
French friendship. 

Meanwhile it was learned that 
despite the slight tension which 
continued to exist yesterday, there 
were no organized disturbances in 
the Concession. 

The French Police in the even- 
ing summarized the situation in an 
abbreviated press release: 
| “Calm Continued to reign in the 
{French Concession during the day. 

“Those persons who -had been ar- 
rested yesterday (Wednesday) have 
been released except for two or 
three agitators. 

“A certain number of shops which 
closed their doors during the morn- 
ing have reopened.” } 

Volunteers Said Attacked 

No mention was made of reports 
that two Russian volunteers of the 
French Police were set upon by 2 
crowd of Chinese on Rue du Gon- Z 


‘ 


\Sulat yesterday morning. Neither 
‘was Nes arrest ee or five Chin- 
‘ese by Freni *olice_yesteTday noon ; 
anncunced. ‘These men, THE’ Ben nN 
Press learned last night, were taken 
into. custody for chalking patriotic 
slogans \on walls and pavements. 
Although a number of Chinese 
shops. and offices in Frenchtown 
remained closed yesterday morning, 
it was confirmed yesterday that th2> 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce in 
the afternoon issuéd an order re- 
questing the resumption of: business. 
Mont of the business houses reopen- 


While some stores took the pre- 
caution to cover their shoowindows 
with wooden boards or iron grilles, 
their doors remained opened. : 


Pan winn renee nn 


Theater Suspended 

The Crystal Palace, Peiping opera 
house located at the Rue du Con- 
Sulat-Boulevard de Montigny inter- 
section, remained closed yesterday. 
It was learned that Frenchtown 
authorities suspended the theater's 
permit following a clash outside the 
amusement center Wednesday morn- 
ing. when police squads were order- 
ing down all flags. Later reports 
Stated that the operating license 
would be reinstated within a day or 
two. 

The suspension of the permit fol- 
lowed a mob scene outside the thea- 
‘ter at 11 a.m. Wednesday. Shortly 
before this hour the theater com- 
plied with the police order and low- 
ered its flag. Almost immediately it 
received a mysterious telephone 
message from a man claiming to 
represent “patriotic citizens" de- 
manding that the fiag be flown 
again. 

Hoist Flag Again 

Fearing trouble the theater again 
hoisted the White-Sun-Blue-Sky 
banner. This was hauled down and 
confiscated shortly after by a police 
party which arrived on the scene. 
A large crowd gathered to shout | 
slogans and boo at the police.’ 
Several men were arrested. 

Shortly after the noon hour yes- 
terday French police posted pro- 
clamations on walls and telephone 
poles on main thoroughfares reiter- 
ating the ban on political manifes- 
tations of any kind. 

Details of the assault upon two 
Russian volunteers of the French 
|Police were not available last night, 
{but an eye-witness reported that he 
|saw the men set upon by an angry 
;crowd on. Rue du Consulat. Police 
;made no mention of the incident in | 
|their press release. 
|. French Police armored cars and. 
jincreased point-duty squads conti- 
inued to patrol the congested shop- 
‘ping district of the Concession yes- 
jterday. . eee. 
S.M.C. Attacked 

Once -more the Tairiku Shimpo, 
local. Japanese daily, took this ad- 
vantage to attack the S.M.C. yes- 
terday. The paper charged thatthe 
raising of Kuomintang flags in the 
International Settlement, in  con- 
| trast to their forced removal .in the 
|French Concession on ‘Wednesday, 
;the second day. of the Spiritual Mo-’ 
bilization, was “obviously intended 
ito fan the anti-Japanese war spi- 
rit.” 

The Tairiku Shimpo also charged 
\that-the Settlement had “discarded 
{its neutrality,” and in general re- 
\peated the things it said. of the 
Settlement. after the previous and 
identical situation which occurred 
‘onthe anniversary of Sun Yat~sen’s 
birthday” on’ March 12. om 
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[Chinese Merchants Lodge A 
Protest With M. Fabre 


Chinese Shops In Concession Remain 


Ciosed As 


Demonstration Against Lowering Of National 


Flags On Wednesday 

The principal thoroughfares of 
the French Concession looked 
strange yesterday when most of the 
big Chinese shops remained open 


By 1 The Prenth Police 


“Shun Pao,” an influential local’ 
newspaper in Chinese business and 
commercial circles, declared, “Ever 
since the outbreak of the current 


only partially in protest against the Sino-Japanese hostilities, the Chi- 


seizure cf several Chinese national 
flags the day before, the “National 
Spiritual Mobilization Day” order- 
ed by the Chinese Government. 

A delegation of Chinese mer- 
chants called on Major L. Fabre. 
Commissioner of the French Muni- 
cipal Police, in the morning, and 
had a lengthy discussion with hin. 
The Chinese merchants requested 
Majcr Fabre to effect the release 
of all the Chinese arrested on 
Wednesday following scuMes with 
| the French Municipal Police during 
the “flag incidents.” 

Majcr Fabre, it v reported, 
_ promised to consider the request, 
and later called upon the French 
, Consul-General, M. Baudez, for fur- 
ther conversations on the matter. 

When asked by “The Shanghai 
Times” for a statement, Major 
Fabre yesterday afternoon declined 
to reveal the exact nature of the 
verbal promise he was reported to 
have made to the Chinese merchant 
delegation, but stated that “all the 
Chinese arrested the day before 
have now been released, excepting 
a few agitators.” 

Shops Said Reopening 

“Everything is now quiet and 
normal, and all the shops are re- 
opening.” Major Fabre declared. 
“IT can't tell a newspaper every- 
thing about our talks to-day,” he 
concluded, and left the matter at 
that. 


The French Police Commissioner | 


was also understood to have pre- 
vailed upon the Chinese delegation 
to use its influence to effect the re- 
opening of all the Chinese shops 
in the Concession areas. Up 
till late yesterday afternoon, how- 
ever, most of these shops had 
remained. partially closed. 


Throughout the whole morning: 


and during the greater part of the 
afternoon, squads of French police 
constables, Annamite and Russian 
police contingents were posted at 


the intersections of the, principal | 


streets as a precautionary measure. 

French municipal circulars, print--} 
ed’in Chinese, were being distribut- 
ed from house to house yesterday 
morning by the police, -The circu- 
jars reaffirmed the. order issued on 
the previous .day, that ‘political de- 
monstrations, in | wha’ 
they might: assume, would be™ ab- 
solutely forbidden ga the “Conces- 


“house at 172, 
| Be se who were arrested on; 


‘Be ‘Wedresday, and, 


mese ceople and the French Con- 
cession authorities have maintain- 
ed very close friendly relations.” 

The “flag incident” on Wednesday 
and some time ago, the journal 
maintained, had been caused by 
“misunderstanding, which showed 
the gravity of the situation.” 

The French municipal authorities, 
the “Shun Pao” ceclared, should 
have given previcus notice to the 
Chinese people and stated why the 
hcisting ef Chinese flags would be 
prohibited Flag-hoisting, inless 
previously prohibited, would not be 
in) centravention of the French 
munic'pal police regulations, and 
and was a legitimate expression of 
duty cf the Chinese people. The 
journal strongly criticized the 
tmethods employed by the French 
municipal police which, it) main- 
tained, nad ¢ereatly incensed the 
Chinese populace. 

It warned against any precipitate 

}action cn the part of the French 
Fmunicipal police authorities result- 
ing in vonsequences which would 
be “unthinkable.” It is admirable, 
the “Shun Pao" stated. that no- 
thing more than small conflicts had 
jcecurred on Wednesday. 
i Jn conclusion, the local Chinese 
community was urged to remain 
calm ond not to conduct itseJf in 
any way that would deteriorate the 
present situation. 


Official Statement 

The following official statement 
was issued by the French Police 
yesterday evening:— 

“Calm ccntinued to reign in the 
French Concession during the 
whole of the day. 

. “Those. who had been. arrested | 
auring the course of the previous | 
day “were released, with the ex-! 
ception of two or three agitators. | 

“A- certain. number of shops which ! 
had shut their doors in the morn- |! 
ing re-opened." 


Arrests Made } 
Three Chinese assistazts of a shop 
Route’ Porte de} 


Wednesday morning. after a brawl 
with’ French municipal :police, who) 
attempted to. -seize the Chinese’ 
national flag-from the shop front, 


. t a a 
Storm! Were reported to. have been. releas: 


ed after being fined $12. . 

Forty other. Chinese .were voport-, 
ed .to have; been ~ arrested on 
according 
Qhinese reports; they had not ie 


or} rapes agi aees yesterday! 
00: at “all-except a few!” 
¢ been “released. * 


‘s Heer up. tillyesterday, although 


i “night,” practically ‘all the, 
Chinese 


shop houses re-opened their, 
for bu: as usuel, and: 
oo, returned to the streets,) 
indicati ig that the situation gener-. 


¢ \ 
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- +” Mod 


eration Needed 


HE unfortunate incident in the 

French Concession arising out of 
the controversy over the hoisting of the 
Chinese national flags can only be Miqui- 
dated by a display of moderation by 
both the Chinese and the Frenchtown 
officials, 


Incidents connected with national 
flags require, by their very nature, ex- 
tremely delicate handling. This journal 
believes that a sane realization on the 
part of the Chinese of the difficult 
situation which the Frenchtown officials 
are now forced to face and a similar 
realization on the part of the Conces- 
sion authorities of the sentiments of 
the Chinese people will help greatly to- 
ward eliminating the friction which 
exists at the present time. 


There is one thing which deserves 
the attention of the Frenchtown officials 
who are undoubtedly anxious to avoid the 
recurrence of a sirnilar Unpleasant inci- 
dent in the future. On.Wednesday when 
the Chinese residents and shopkeepers 
were asketl to display their flags by 
their respective ‘organizations, there 
was no general notice issued by the 
French. Municipal Council prohibiting a 


issued, we are sure, there would have 
been considerably less friction and mis- 
understanding. In order to avoid any | 
similar incident in the future, the 
French Municipal Council should ‘Games 
dialely make its position clear to 
Frenchtown'’s Chinese residents on the 
question of flag display. The Chinese 
people have always been known for 
their reasonableness, and they can be 
lest appealed to by reason instead of 
by force. The French Concession auth- 
crities should constantly keep this in 
mind in the future when dealing with 
delicate questions of a similar nature. 

From whatever point of view both 
the Chinese people and the French offi- | 
cials should realize that their traditional 
friendship must not be marred by hos- 
tile feelings arising out of an isolated in- 
cident. For the Chinese they must ap- 
preciate the fact that this is the time 
for them to conserve their goodwill. 
For the French, they must look beyond: 
the present extraordinary situation to- 
ward a time when’ friendship with the 
Chinese will be’ a valuable asset for: 


their Far Eastern interests. That is 


why we counsel moderation and depre- 
cate any development which tends. to 


flag display. Had such a notite ‘been|aggravate the situation. 


€ We 
s 
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Basteri Times and other local newspapers :- 


THE FLAG HOISTING INCIDENT 


Holding the view that the flag hoisting 
o.: #pril 19 had the character of a demonstration, the 
authorities of the French Conoession despatched a large 
number of detectives and policemen to oall at various 
Snops end to compel them to lower the flags. Some 
misunderstanding arose in the course of which about 30 
to 40 shop assistants were arrested and a nuiber of 
Chinese national flags taken may to the police stations. 
Tiis angered the Shop keepers who then closed their 
business. 

Yesterday morning the suspension of 
business was nearly general throughout the French 
Concession when it became known tnat the nego ti ations 
had no result as yet. 

A survey made by our reporter revealed 
tnat with the exception of foreign-owned shops, 
restaurants and teashops, most of the large stores on 
Rue du Consulat, Avenue Joffre, Avenue Dubail, Avenue 
Foch, Rue Brenier Montmorand, Rue Pere Robert, Route des 
Soeurs, Rue Porte de l'Ouest, Rue du Marche, Rue Lafayette, 
etce, were on strike, but order was maintained. Strict 
precautionary measures Were adopted by the French Police 
and perties of additional detectives and policemen were 
Patrolling the streets. 

On the night of April 19, Mr. Ching Ding- 
sung (ait Hh ), Acting Chairman of the Chinese Rate- 
Payers* Association of the French Concession, invi ted 
the Chinese councillors and caommitteemen of the French 
huyi¢gipal Council, including Mes ° ang Yih-chu 
Sk ) and Jui Chung-hwa ( ), to a meeting 
to Scuss measures to déal with the affair. The 
meeting expressed regret over the interference with the 
flag hoistin a inted Messrs. Jui Cnung-hwa a 
Teung-foong tata me ) end Chuin Zing-ngan Le ) 
te call on the ench Police to deal with the “confiscation 
of flags and the arrest of shop assistants. 

At 10 a.m. yesterday the three represen- 
tatives called at French Police Headquarters to request 
an interview with the Commiesioner. They were received 
by Mre Jobez, Deputy Commissioner. after expressing 


‘the views of the merchants, the three representatives 


presented the following three requests :- 

(1) The immediate release of all arrested 
Pcrsonse 

(2) The retum by the French Police of 
the confiscated flags. 

(3) Preedom to hoist flags on anniversary 
days and the hope that the Frenoh Police will not inter- 
fere again. 

‘i Mr. Jobez declared that he wold tranemi t 

the requests to the Commissioner and that 4 reply would 
be given at 3 pem. the same day. 


¢ recone Fett RE ENTREE IRAE Pera anoe 


April 21, 1939. Morning Translation 


At 3 pem the three representatives called 
again and after a discussion with Commissioner Fabre the 
following measures were agreed upon 1- 

(1) All the arrested persons will be 
released. 

(2) The Chinese Ratepayers' Association 
will send a letter asking for the return of the flags 
detained by the Police. 

(3) As the request for non-intsrference 
with the freedom of the residents to hoist flags does 
not lie within the jurisdiction of the Police, the 
request should be made to the Wrench Consul-General, 


As the arrested men had been released 
and as they hed received notices fran the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Chinese Ratepayers' Association advising 
them to resume business, the shops on Rue du Consulat and 
Avenue Joffre at 4 peme yesterday re-opened their doors. 
A number of camitteemen of the Chinese Ratepayers’ 
Association called pursmally at various shops to advise 
them to resume businesse As the hour wes already late, 
Sane stores remained closed, It is expected that all 
shops will resume business this morninge 


Aocording to investigation®made by a 
reporter of the Sing Sung News Agency (Her # ALahab) in 
all 36 persons including shop proprietors; assistants 
and Fesidents were arrested by the Police during the 
incident on April 19. The number of persons injured 
cannot be ascertain ed. According to information given 
out by the French Police, an Amnamite policeman and e@ 
Chinese policeman were injured in the face. 

The arrested men were released at about 
4 pem. yesterday. It is understood that during their 
detention at the Police Station most of the men had 
refused to eate However, the Police at fizet refused 


to release two of thé arrested men” because they had 
MOUtSd BMG SMBIKSE SISHEHS; bat after stronusve 
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nvEotratien’ Cay Were -expetred Trai ts Concessions 
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As the Land Bank of China sd some other 
banks in the French Concession were also involved in the 
flag incident on April 19, the Shanghai Bankers Associ ati 
yesterday held a meeting at which it was resolved to 
console the banks concerned and to advise them to resume 
business pending negotiations by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affeirs of the National Goverrment and other public 
bodies concerned to secure a settlien@mt. The various 
banks -ccepted the sinaere advice of their Association 
and resumed business. 


It is learned that the licence of the 
Crystai Palace Theatre (@ 4 AAX fu), which hes been 
withdrawn, has been returned and that the theatre wiil 
resume business to-day. 


April 21,1939. oh Morning Translation. 


Ta Yei Pao and other local newspapers t= 


x io 8 one Batt2lion Commander 


In connection with the interference with 
the hoisting of the national flag by the French 
Concession authorities, Colonel Zia Tsing~-yuans Commander 
of the Lone Battalion, issued the following declaration 
yesterday %&- 
“With all sincerity I wake a further 
appeal to my fellow countrymen in Shanghai. The 
_sufferings we are undei,oing to-day are only temporary. 
> 4X. ” All such unpleasantness will be removed after our glorious 
a y victory. I therefore sincerely hope that my fellow 
countrymen in Shanghai will assume a share of the 
responsibility for the salvation of our country and 
contribute ss much as possible either 4n money or by 
means of labour ance to work strenuously and painstakinglye" 


Morning Leader and other local newSpapers 3- 


ners _ in French Concession to Submit Statement 
To French ambassador 


oe ae From 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. April 22, a banquet 
, + will be given by the Frenoh Club, French Concession » 
iey to M. Henr‘ Cosme, the French Ambassador to Chinae During 
, the function the position of the French citizens in 
China will be made cleav to the Ambassador. 
MW. Henri Gogme arrived at Chungking on 
Yaroh 5 and presented his credentials to Chairman Lin 
Sen of the National Gnvernment and visited General Chiang 
ee and Wang Chung-wei, Minister of Foreign affairs. 
(LE is is the eecond time that Me Henri Cosme has visited 
€ China. He has done much to promote friendly relations 
with the Chinese Government ane has expressed an aesurance 
that a bright day will surely comé to Chinae" 
Unfortunately», however», a regrcttable 
incident has taken place not long after M. Cosme's arrival 
in, Shanghaie The suthorities of the French Concession 
despatched police officers to interfere with the hoisting 
of the national flag within the Concession and this gave 
rise to a temporary suspension of business by all the 
shops in the Concegsion. gsguch an incident is certainly 
not desired by the French Ambassador and it is hoped that 
it will not be repeated in futures 
It is learned that the shopa in the 
French Concession are submitting 2 joint petition to 
the French Ambassador to the above effecate 


fa Mei Wan Pao dated April 20 (Chungking telegram) t- 
Chungki to Onen Negotiations 


Public ciroles in Chungking 2re prying 
particuler attention to the interference with the 
hoisting of the national fleg by the French Concession 
suthorities in Shanghei and have expressed profound 

4 |} regret over the action of the French euthoritiese The 
i \ Government will soon take the matter up with the French 
H <¢ authorities through diplomatic channels so as to bring 
about 2 resasoneble settlement of this affair. It is 
hoped that the people in Shenghai will wait calmly for 
the result of the negotiations to be conducted by tre 
Government « 
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Chinese Stores 7 
Slit To Protest og a 

FMP Flag Action 

Delegates. Visit Fabre 


Requesting Release 
f Prisoners 


POLICE SUSPEND 
THEATRE PERMIT 
Main Streets Deserted 


As Shops Declare 
Virtual Strike 


Tre Chinese Chamber of Com-| 
merce this -fterrean issued an 
erder resnestine pl shens in the 
French Concession to resume busi- 
ness immistely aed wait for the 
evtcome of the amicable negotia- 
tians t. cetlle the dispute. The 
three detegates were to visit the 
police headquarters arain this 
pfternoon to continue their nego- 
tiations. 

Practically all larger Chinese 
shops on the main thoroughfares 
in the French Concession are 
‘elored today in a virtual general 
strike to protest the seizure of 
Chinese national flags and arrest 
of scores of Chinese shon-keepers 
bv French Municipal Police yes- 
terday. 

ness delegates of Chinese 
pase ee in Frenchtown, 

‘al hing-feng;Ju Tsene- 
Merten “Chute “Ching-an, this 
morning called on Major L. Fabre, 


! 


FIVE MORE ARRESTED 
Five Chinese were taken into 
custody by French police at noon 
today on. charges of visiting 
various Chinese shops in the 
French Concession and asking =~ & 
them to close their doors. ~~ N 
Many handbills, requesting au! U a2 
business establishments to take! tm 
“concerted action” in the fight to! 
“regain the dignity of the national 
flag”... were also found .on the 
: streets. : 


commissioner of the P-M.P., at his -F i i E 


Rue, Stanislas Chevalier head- 

quarters and appealed for the re- 

lease of Chinese, declared to 

number $0 ‘to 40, who are still’ 

detained by police as result of ‘the 

clashes yesterday. ; 
“No Decision 


‘According to official’ informa-' . er. 
tion from the :police headquarters, (ae 
no decision was reacted in ‘the oo 
conferénee, It is stated at Chin- rr) a 

: ver, that Major em s Lea 

id the Chinese business “}~ 
pune their influence ‘in| 
reopening of the! 


“~ 


Ep Spers seats at 
Ru du nt atic ‘ad 


Shutters Up 

Both Avenue Joilre and Rue du 
Conswmat snowed a conspicuous 
absence of their usual bristling 
weuviues this morning, with most 
ot the Chinese shop t1onts covered 
by shutters. Only smatuer| 
establishments dealing in daily] 
necessities remained balf-open 
while the banks closed their sront 
entrances and requested = thetr 
customers to use the rear entrance. 
At several of the Chinese jewel 
stores, the show-windows, covered 
| by iron grills, were emptied for 
tear of possible disturbances, Extra 
| police parties arc patrolling the 
streets. 

The Avenue Joffre branch ot) 
the Land Bank of China, scene, 
of one of the clashes vesterday 
was guarded by ihree constable; 
this morning. It is alleged chat 
the police refused to allow the 
bank to reopen although they ‘lid 
not ston customers enterine by 
the rear door. 

Early this afternoon, French 
nolice posted proclamations on 
the telephone poles on the main 
thoroughfares reiterating the ban 
against politic:! demonstrations, 
“National flags may anly be dis- 
played on the national days,” the! 
police ordered. Al] agitators are} 
warned. | 

During the numerous clashes 
yesterday, none of which was 
fortunately very serious, one 
Chinese policeman and an Anna-; 
mite constable of the F.M.P. are! 
understood to have been set upon 
by mobs and injured. The num- 
ber of Chinese civilians injured 
could not be ascertained although 
it is understood more than 10} 
complained of tnturies. 


Fine Said Paid 


According to Chinese reports, 
around 100 arrests were made ves- 
terday and many Ohinese flags 
seized by the French police. One 
of the arrested man, who paid 
a fine of $10 for his own freedom, 
reported seized flags niled high 
in the police station on Rue 
Stanislas Chevalier. 


The suspension of the Crystal) 
Palace permit followed e» mob 


|move the national flag. As soon 
{as the order was complied with, 
telephone complaints were receiv- 
ed from unknown sources describ- 
ing. themselves as “patriotic 
citizens.” Fearing trouble. the 
theatre again hoisted the flag. 
Officers Booed 

Police arrived and seized the 
emblem. A crowd gathered out- 
side the theatre and booed 
officers. Among the demonstra- 
tors, police allege, were employees 
of the theatre. The allegation, 
however, was denied by the: 
theatre management who con- 
tends that there were only three! 
booking office officials’ inside the! 
theatre at the time. AN of then] 
were subsequently taken to the; 
Station. ee ss 

‘The theatre was allowed ‘to pro- 
ceed with the first matinee cinema 
performance but not allowed to 
give the second performance which 
was to start at 4 and the night 
‘performance of Peiping opera at 
3.30 p.m, ae 
Meanwhile, the local. observance 
of the launching. of the’ Spiritual 
Mob’ ion Movement, for which’ 
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Seizure Of Flags 
The Editor, 
SHANGHAI EVENING POST, 
Dear Editor, 

One thing striking me seriously 
this morning is the raising of the 
national flag in the Concession. 
Today, you may know, we Chinese 
are celebrating the occasion of 
Spiritual Movement which was 
advocated by Chiang Kai-shek by 
raising the national flag. But 
unfortunately, the French Police 
intervened and insisted on hauling 
down our national flag. Despite 
mild interpretation and protest, 
the French Police forcibly seized 
all the finags flying from the top 
of every business house. I hope 
your third party nation comes out 
as urbiter of justice for the wel- 
fare of China. 

Yours truly, 


P. H.W. 


April 19, 1939. 
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LOCAL NEWs AND TRAMSLATIC? S RVYICE 
No eli . 
DAILY CHARGES S.M.C.WITH 
ANTI=JAPAN SE INTENTIONS 


CHARGES YHAT THE RAISING OF KUOMINTANG FLAGS IN 


THE INTERNATIONAL SETTLEMENT IN CONTRAST TO THEIR FORCED 


REMOVAL IN THE FRENCH CoNCEsSsio:: oN WEDNESDAY, THE SECOND 
DAY OF THE KUOMINTANG , SPIRITUAL KioBI LIZATION , WAS 


" OBVIOUSLY INTENDED 70 FAN THE ANTI-~JAPANESE WAR SPIRIT oF 


WERE MADE BY THE TAIRIKU SHiMPO, LOCAL JAPANESE DAILY, 


YESTERDAY (THUR). 


"UNDENIABLE PRooF “ 


ee 


HAD BEEN MAKING A ROUND OF CHINESE SHOPS AND HOUSEHOLDS JN 


THAT ANTI“JAPANESE ELEMENTS 


oor 


THE SETTLEMENT COMPELLING THEM TO HOIST NATIONALIST FLAGS 
HAD BEEN SECURED, THE NEWSPAPER ALLEGED» 4 
WHILE SOME FLAGS WERE iN EVIDENCE {IN THE FRENCH 


Concession ON WEDNESDAY MORNING, THEY WERE REMOVED AFTER 


WARNINGS BY THE FRENCH MuUNIcI PAL -PoLIce, THE JOUNRAL SALDe 


IN THE SETTLEMENT, HOWEVER, SHANGHAT MUNICIPAL Pottce 


AUTHORITIES PERMITTED THE FLAGS TO REMAIN " IN SPITE OF ~ 


THE FACT THAT UNDERGROUND ACTIVITIES OF ANTI “JAPANESE 


- 


RLEMENT TS, WHICH ARE BEING CONTINUED UNDER COVER OF THE 


SPIRITUAL Mopitt zation MOR) ee BE TOLERATED t THE 
MORE 


20-)1-359 DCW E fT SHeer 6 
LOCAL NEWS AND TRAMSLATIG: SceRVICE 
Noelin2e 


DAILY CH:.RGES S.M.C.WITH-2 


JAPANESE DAILY COUMENTEDes 


THE S.M.C. WAS FURTHER CHARGED WITH BEING 


" INSINCBRE " IN LtGNORING THE " WARNINGS " MADE BY THE 


JAPANESE AND GREATER SHANGHAI MMUNECTLPALITY AURHORITIESs 


" THIS ATTITUDE PROVES THAT THE SETTLEMENT HAS DISCARDED 


ITS NEUTRALITY “, THE TAIRIKU SHIMPO DECLAREDe 


HLS/M 


= FESS ( SHABQBA MUNICIPAL PhLiaE 

8. & REDBTRY 
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F.M.P. Barsh 
Hoisting Of 
Chinese Flags 


Many Shops Closed In 
Feary Of Trouble In 
: Concession 


OFFICERS CLASH 
WITH SHOPKEEPERS 


Several Men Detained ; 
For Questioning 
On Affrays 


Chinese shops on Rue du Con- 
sulat and other main Frenchtown 
thoroughfares boarded up their 
premises and partially ceased busi- 
ness transactions yesterday after- 
ncocn following a series of incidents 
in which Concession police asked 
the shopkeepers to remove the 
Chinese national flag. 

The tri-color Chinese national 
emblem was being displayed 
throughout the city yesterday to 
commemorate the inauguration of 
the Spiritual Mobilization -Move-, 
ment here. 

Up to a late hour last night, “the 
situation remained at a deadlock. 

It was stated, however, that no new 

development was expected today 

and that the Frenchtown shops 

may resume business this morning. 
Men Detained 

On several occasions, throughout 
the day, employees in the Chinese 
establishments were reported to 
have openly resisted the police, re- 
sulting in the detention of a num-. 
ber of men for questioning. 

In an official statement to the 
press last’ night French Police au- 
thorities indicated that they con- 
sidered the hoisting of the Chinese 
flags on this particular day as be- 
ing a political manifestation which, 
in order to preserve the Concession's 
absolute neutrality, is not being 
allowed by the authorities. 

The first incident occurred at 
Avenue Joffre branch of the Land. é 
Bank .of. China. where four bank \ 
employees were injured and some i 
property Gamaged*during an. affray: 
between ercamplvess and ae 


“Another. ‘fist fight with the omecers! Pi ry 
who had comé to-tell the shopowner’ ee 
not to aerate the oon flag was re~’ 


Police Remove Fiags 

Gn several occasions, when shop 
employees refused to take down 
the flags as ordered by the police, 
the officers were said to have re- 
moved them themselves. Some of 
the flags thus removed were given 
back to the owners’ while others 
were taken by the police to the 
station. 

This occurred at the shop of the 
Tai Hong Company on Rue du 
Consulat at 1:30 in the afternoon. 
The officers walked away with the 
flag after removing it from the 
pole. 

The same incident occurred at a 
Chinese store on Avenue Edward 
VII when an Annamite constable 
walked away with the Chinese flag 
tucked under his arm. | 

On Sun Yat-sen’s birthday on! 
March 12, the same order was is- 
sued by the French police barring , 
the flying of any Chinese national 
flag in the Concession. The reason; 
given for the measure on that oc- | 
casion was identical with that is- 
sued yesterday. 

The ban in Frenchtown not- 
withstanding, Chinese national flags 
were hoisted in the Settlement 
yesterday to mark the inauguration 
of the National Spiritual Mobiliza- 
tion drive in the city. 


Message Sent 

The observance of the day was 
begun with the sending of a tele- 
gram to Generalissimo Chiang Kai- 
shek by the National Spiritual 
Mobilization League here .con- 
gratulating him on the .reported 
successes of the general “military 
counter-offensive. 

Reiterating their loyalty members | 
of the League again pledged _ to 
the Chinese Leader that “Chinese 
in Shanghai have placed all their 
manpower and material resources 
Sehind the national war of: re- 
sistance.” 

Meanwhile, a circular wire to the 
Chinese people by the same group) 
was released to the Chinese press, 
yesterday. The message urged the 
pecple to stand benind the Gen- 
2ralissimo in the prosecution of the 
war and emphasized the importance 
ef national unity in the struggle. 

While expressing their convic- 
tion that China will achieve final 
victory, the League stated that “we 
must prepare for greaizr suffering 
as the day of triumph draws closer.” 

Both telegrams were ‘signed’ by 
the agricultural, commercial: ‘and 
industrial branches of the League 
in this city. 

According to ChineSe sources, ‘the. 
organization of the League was 
effected in accordance with the 
order issued -by the” Generalissimg.’ 
The ‘last branch: of the League 
Gontipiere its’ organization was” the) 

cultural branch “which was! 

temigure tee on Monday p 
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French Police 
Action Over 
Flag Raising 


Display Of National 
Bunting By Chinese 
Is Frowned Upon 


ORDERS TO REMOVE 
EMBLEMS ENFORCED 


An atmosphere full of tension 
prevailed in the French Con- 
cession yesterday morning and | 
afternoon as squads of police 
moved all over the Concession 
requesting shopkeepers, office 
‘managers and house owners to 
jower the Chinese National 
flags which had bsen hoisted | 
outside their buildings | 

Although most of those 2pproach- |! 
ed tock down the flags as requested, 
several scuffles alony Rue du Con-, 
sulat and along Avenue Joffre were 
reported to have taken place 
between the police and Chinese who 
| refused to obey the insiructions, 

Armoured cyrs and large squads! 
cf police operated along Avenue 
Jofire and other thorouxhfares | 
early yesterday afterncon, although | 
officials of the French Police claimed | 
that everything was normal and) 
that no clashes had occurred. 

Several Chinese shops in the 
Concession were reported to have 
closed their doors as a_ protest 
aga...st the action taken by the 
French Police in prohibiting the 
flying of national flags. 


Settlement Normal - 
While this was going on in the 


French Concession, everything 


| 
| 
| 


reported to be normal in the Inter- 


UETEEZESELISUIESESEEEUOLELE RESUS VUES EELTT CALLS CUTEST 


Reason For Display 
Of Flags 


In compliance with instructions 
from the Chinese National Gov- 
crnment jn Chungking, there was 
inaugurated by some members of 
the local Chinese community yes- 
terday what is known as the 
“national spiritual» mobilization 
week,” commemorating the occa- 
sien with the hoisting of Kuomin- 
tang flags. , 


UU 


national Settlement. No action 
against. the display c.f. flags was 
taken by the Shanghai Municipal 
Police. 

The seizure of flags by officers of 
the French Police, after they had 
allegedly forcibly pulled tiem down, 
was’ emphatically .deniei by the 
French Police authorities. 

Clash Reported 

A. rather serious clash between 
police officers and officials of the 
Land Bank of China,*on Avenue 
Joffre, ‘was . reported to have} 
occurred just before-noot. It was 
alleged’ that officers: had gained 
entrance into the building: by foree| 
and ‘had pulled down, the national 
flag and taken it away: with them 
after’ allegedly. having used’ a baton 

pis cg \This re- 


we tcnicceom n= 


On the other hand, ustrally reliable 
Chinese reports stated that execu- 
tives cf the Land Bank cf China 
; held an emergency conference at 
the Bankers Association, 59. Hong- 
kong Road, shertly after the ineid- 
ents, whieh was said to hive in- 
volved four staf members of the 
benk who were injured in a clash 
with French pelice. 

It was decided at the mecting to 
wire the Chungking Go rament 
fer instructions, it was learnt last 
night 


Uniferms Found 
A squad cf Japanese gendermcric, 
acecmpaniced by Settlement police, 
visited the godown premiscs of the 
Land Bank of China on North 
; Secchow Road at about 11.30 o'clock 
yesterday morning. 


No one was reported to have been 
urrested, Instead the party found 
stercd up in the goadown vetween 
2.600 to 3,000 brand new Chinese 
uniferms, whieh had been morgtay- 
ed to the bank, according to re- 
ports yesterday aflernoon, 

A Cantonese shop on Route Voyron 
stoutly opposed French police at- 
tempts to bring the Nay down, Chin- 
ese reports stated yesterday. Spec- 
tators came flocking to the scene 
of dispute, and shouted at the French 
police. Finally, a French sergeant 
came to the scene and medizeted. 

Flags were taken down from the 
Wei Hsin Universal Goods Store in 
Route Porte de l'Ouest and from 
other shop-houses in Rue Brenier 
de Montmorand. The shop-keepers 
resisted attempts to take the flags 
down. An assistant of the Wei Hsin 
Universal Goods stores was arrested 
and taken to the police station. 

All the shops closed their doors 
as a protest against the “interfer- 
<nee.” All shops on Avenue Edward 
|vIIl. hue Eygene’ Bard, Rue 
| Lafayette, Avenue Joffre and Rue du 
Consulat, slso followed suit in pro- 
test by closing their doors, 

Shortly after the series of inci- 
dents on Rue du Consulat, slogans 
written on the walls and pavements 
uppeared, written in chalk, declar- 
ing “We fight for justice,” etc. 

The French police threw a cordon 
around the side streets on both sides 
ot Rue du Consulat os a precaution 
against any untoward incident. The 
police patrols were later reinforced, 
and armoured cars were also in 
evidence. 

Official Statement 

According to the French Police 
last night, “no serious incidents” oc- 
curred in the Concession during tle 
day. As the general raising of flags 
assumed the apperrance of a 
political manifestation, “residents 
were invited to Jower the flags and 
this decision did not provoke one 
demonstration.” 

In this connection, the French 
Concession authorities have issued 
the following notice:— 

“The French authorities remind 
the population that political demons- 
trations, no matter of what sort. 
continue to be absolutely forbidden 
in the, Concession. These demons- 
trations are evidently provoked by 
agitators with the object of creating 
| troubles prejudicial to public order 
‘and safety. ‘The French authorities, 
while respecting ‘the sentiments of 
,all, have: had to ‘take the measures 
‘which they are imposing in order 
‘to assure the absolute neutrality of 
ithe Concession and the tranquillity. 

if is residents. They will expel if 

the itators, 
the - -mass | raising of 
the Brie fost of ay 
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! Telegram of Protest | 
A telegram way Sone to the 
Chungking Monistry of Forcign 
Affairs by Jocal Chinese public 
hedies folluwing the s ries of im-! 
cidents im the French Conee sion 
The tclegram petitioned the Foi- 
,ein Ministuy to take up with ihe 
‘krench authorities this “unfriendly” 
{wetion. It was also decided to dis- 
jpatch a delegation to cat! on M., 
V Genri Cosme, the French Ambas- ; 
iter to China, fcllowing a joint 
cerfercnee of the various guilds, 
uceordings to Chinese reports : 
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Chinese 


French Police 


Hoisting of Chinese Flags 
Forbidden in Concession : 
Shops Close in Protest 


General excitement prevailed in 
the French Concession yesterday as 
Chinese shopkeepers insisted in dis- 
ng Chinese national tlags to 
eclebrate the launching of the 
“spiritual mobilization movement” 
which was started by General 
Chiang Kai-shek early in the week. 
When shops opened this morning 
lags were put outside most oy the 
buildings on Rue du Consulat and 
Ave. Joffre. Concession police were 
faced with the task of removing 
hundreds of flags which in mans 
cases were only renlaced with 
ones 

Tempers ran exception. lly high 
tlong Rue du Consulat and jaa 
many cases patriotic Chinese showed 


sign of resistance Tt is reported 
that a number ot Chinese were {| 
tuken © custo t that it least 


one Chinese policeman was injured 
in a street clash. The report had 
not been confirmed by  pulice  au- 
thorities up to a lzte hour hist 
night. 

The Ave. Joffre branch of the 
China Land Bank was the focus o7 
consideréble activity about TUS 


Resist ; 


NORTHL-CHINA DAILY NEWS, 


um. when employees of the bank, , 


after refusing to lower the flags 
which were displayed from the 
second floor locked the doors of the 
building so that police could not 
enter. Police succeeded, however, in 
breaking the glass in a back door 
and thus gained entrance, only to 
meet with resistance from the 
occupants. According to the story 
of ene employee, police used their 
clubs freely and three “patriots” 
received a number of blows on the 
bead and shoulders. In the words 
of a clerk who is employed by the 
firm, “China and France agjre friends 
and we could see no reason why 
we should take down our nationai 
flag when we were living in friendly 
territory. If France recognizes our 
government, she must recognize our 
flag.” 


Shops Remain Closed 


The trouble is reported to have 

started at about 11 yesterday morn- 
ing, and, although police had _ suc- 
ceeded in removing all flags by 
noon, tension continued to run high 
throughout the afternoon. The 
majority of the shops along Rue du 
Consulat remained closed during 
the aay and inate shopkeepers were 
refusing to open their doors until 
they were allowed to display flags. 
It would appear that trouble occurred 
only in qases where police, in their 
efforts to facilitate removal of 
national emblems, accidentally tore 
or dropped the ftags, and onlookers 
too quickly drew the conclusion that 
police were undertaking  wiliful 
damage. 
' French Concession’ streets were 
fairly quiet late yesterday after- 
noon, and although numerous police 
were still to be seen-patrolling Rue 
du Consulat and Ave. Joffre, the 
crowds of interested spectators had 
largely dispersed. Occasional’ small 
groups of Chinese standing about 
the doorways .of: closed. shops gave 
the only sign | it any untoward 
incidents had occurred. 


athises 


-_-: 


Population Organized 


11 ois reported that) | Shunyhisi's 
Chinese population is being organized 
inte proups all of whicn are re- 
quicd to tike ao special oath of 
loyalty to the Chinese  sovernment 
n Chungking, althouzh the general 
flag hoisting which took place yes- 
tarday is not supposed to have t 
result of any order from) the focal 
braneh of the Koumintany which, 
according to some sources, is secre 
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Chinese-American Daily News, Stanadaré, Shun Pao, Sin Wan Pao 
and other local newspapers3:-~ 


NG _OF NATIONAL FLAG 
SHUPS SUSPEND BUSINESS A 


yesterday being the propaganda day for peasants, 
labourers and merchants of the People's Spiritual Mobilization 
Propaganda Week, the industrial and cdmmercial bodies in 
this locality hoisted the national fleg as a sign of their 
observance of the movemens and in celebration of the 
victories won in the generai off ive. Barly yesterday 
morning the Chinese national PialPisplayed in every par 
of the city. 

In the Internationsi Settlement not a single untoward 
ineident ocourred. In the Frenoh Concession, however, the 
ire French Police Force was mobilized and took extra 
cautionary measures. Policemen were detailed to interfere 
with flag hoisting and this gave rise to unfortunate disputes 
and several tens of persons were injured and arrested. 
All the shops in busy thoroughfares, such as Rue du Consulat, 
Boulevard de Montigny, Rue Eugene Bards eta. closed their 
doors. 


Pollowing the incident, various public bodies 
despatched officials to oonsole those shops which had been 
interfered with; they also sent a joint telegram to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Uf the National Government 
with a request that negotictiona be opened with the French 
authorities. At the same time, M. Henri Cosme, the French 
Ambassador to China, was approached so that the matter 
might be solved amicably. 


Rue du Gonsulat 


At 10 a.m. yesterday the French Police despatched 
@ large party of detectives and policemen to stop the shops 
from hoisting the Chinese national flage The shops refused 
to comply with the order on the ground that the flag hoisting 
did not constitute a violation of the Police regulations. As 
a result disputes took plaoee 

The first sh visited was the Dah Kwang Ming Under- 
wear Company (Kj 9 24 )» No.414 Rue du Consulate A 
party of policemen instructed the employees of the company 
to lower the flage When the company subsequently hoisted 
it again, the Police again intervened. 

By this time a crowd of pedestrians had collected 
some shouteds "Don't lower the flag." An Annamite 
policeman then went to the upper part of_the house nd 
lowered the flag, while Loh Mei-kiang ( J&W#RSZ ),» the 
proprietor of the company, was taken away by the Police. 

A young Chinese attempted to hoist the flag 2gnxin ond this 
gave rise to a conflict with the Annamite policemen on duty 
newr the place. When the officers tried to take the Chinese 
to the Police Station, members of the crowd declared that 
they would go .o the station together. Owing to language 
difficulties, a fight took plaaee Upon receipt of a report, 
the French Police despatched additional policemen and an 


¢\- 
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armoured car to the place to disperse the crowd. Several 
persons were injured in the course of th _fisht including 
Chow Kwei-yuan (Qe), Tai Keng-sun (8 Wt), two employees 
of the Dah Kwang Ming Underwear Company, and sone Chinese and 
Annami te policemen, but they were not taken to hospital owing 
to the slight nature of their injuries. 

Misunderstanding also arose over language difficulties 
between the Police and several other shops in the vicinity 
such as the Kwan Sun Yuen Branch Restaurant (4 \ o “CRe: 
Tai Kong Biscuit and Candy Company (i 4-@l]) end others, 
resulting in the arrest of several shop assistants. 

At 1.30 poem. the shops in the vicinity closed their 
doors and their example was followed by other shors in the 
western section of Rue du Consulat and on soulevard de Montigns 


Avenue Joffre 


The second incident occurred at the Lend Bank of 
China, No.543 Avenue Joffre. At about ll am. officers of 
whe French Police posted on Avenue Joffre notified the shops 
to lower the flag - The Land Bank of China refused to do 80, . 
Subsequently an Inspector riding on a motor cycle arrived, 
entered the bank and through a slip of the aand broke a pane 
in the window leading to the staircase. The officer then went 
to the upper part of the premises and removed the flag. Four 


et the bank employees who gued with him were ij;jured. Their 


emes are Ho Sz-niau (ffx #), Ho Yung-yee (779.%), Ho Chih- 
yoong ({4 & 3) and Wong Hung-tsen (424 2%). A wetchman 
employed by the bank was also taken away. 

in the meantime several other disputes were occurring 
@at the following places: ’ 

(1) The Ya Mei Kwei Candy Shop (¥7 xX IQFERD at the 
corner of Avenue Joffre and Route Voyron. Here a fight took 
place following an order fram an Amamite policeman to lower 
the flage One person was arrested. 

(2) A Chinese youth was put under arrest for writing 
in white chalk the expression “Running dog" on an armoured car 
Stationed at the corner of Avenue Joffre and Route Voyron. 

(3) A girl student was arrested for hoisting a flag 
at tne Wireless Supplementary School CSRS Ain FE on the 4th 
floor of the Chung Hwa Vocational Educationa nstitute 
(oe Wt AL4R2) on Route Voyron. ; 

(4) At the Kiangsia Farmers Benk (2 Bah at 
the corner of Route Voyron and Avéaue Joffre. 

(ee (5) ove, ef the assistants of the Tien ane Cigarette 
Shop XD, 521 Avenue Joffre, was arrested. 

1s A eis of the Joint Savings Soci ety (Hyg 
on Avenue Joffre was prevented by a Russian policemen from 
hoisting the fleg. 


Boulevard de Montigy 


The Crystal Palace Theatre CeAKKM) at the corner 
orf Rue Kraetzer and Boulevard de Montigny was interfered with 
by the French Folice for hoisting a flag. At noon when other 
Shops in the vicinity again hoisted the flag, the theatre did 
likewise. At 2 pem. Russian and Annamite policeman inter- 
vened and removed the flag. Two members of the staff were 
taken away, The management lodged a protest with the Folice 
bu thout result. At that time a motion picture was being 
etre te theatre but the show was stopped and the theatre 
suspended its performance last night. The theatre will 
suspéne business to-day pending a settlement of the affair. 


Pierre 
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Orte d lL" Quest 


Disputes also occurred at 1 PeMe On Rue 
Porte de l'Ouest near Rue du Marohe when several shops 
were ordered by the police to lower their flag 


: ; Re An 
employee of the Vee Sing General Store (4B a Z| ) 
was arrested, AS a consequences otner shops in the 


vicinity suspended business. 
The incident attracted large crowdse Ags 

a precaution against untoward incidenta, the French 
Police despatched additional policemen to patrol the 
various streets and to search pedestrians. All Chinesey 


European and Annamite policemen, who had gone off dutyysy 
were Ordered to stand by. 


Upon learning of the above Occurrences, the 
French Police detailed a large number of detectives and 


policemen to maintain peace and sent out armed cars to 
, atrol the streets. 


At the same time, the Folice 
persuaded the shopkeepers to resume business as usual, 
but the latter ignored the requeste 

Yesterday afternoon the Chinese Ratepayers' 
ASsOciation in the French Concession held an urgent 
meeting at which it was resolved that the Chinese 
councillors should open negotiations with the French 
Consul-General on April 20 and demand the immediate 
release of all the persons arrested by the French Police 
and the return of all the flags seized. The councillors 
Should also demand that such Police action should not 
be repeated in futuree 

The "Shun Pao® reports that the French 
authorities have promised to release all the persona 
arrested and to return all the flags. 


i my for Set*+lement 


The Headquarters of the Shanghai Various 
Circles’ National Spiritual Mobilization Association 
has issued the following manifestot- 
To local residentss 

Yesterday (April 19) being the propaganda 
day for peasants, workers and commercial circles, the 
people in this locality hoisted the national flag as 
a Sign of their enthusiasiam. Unexpectedly, the French 
authorities interfered with the hoisting of flags and 
arrested several persons and seized many flagse We 
regret this unfriendly action. Tne brave éemonstration 


held by our brethren is an expression of enthusiasm for the 


Spiritual mobilization. The various public bodies have 
already sent a joint telegram tc the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairg with a request that negotiations be Opened with 
the French Ambassador to China. As it is believed that 
this incident will be amicably settled, it is earnestly 


hop.d that the residents will wait calmly and observe 
peace and order.® . 


Derren ~ 
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French Police Issue Proclamation 


On April 19 the French authorities issued 
the following proclamation:- 
"Notice is hereby given that in the French 
Concession political demonstrations are strictly 
forbidden on the ground that such demonstrations will 
lead to disturbances and menace peace and good order and 
might have been instigated by bad elements. Apart from 
aking the necessary steps, the authorities will maintain 
he neutrality of the Goncession and will undertake full 
\e esponsibility for the protection of the residents. If 
€ necessary, the authorities will expel bad elements. 
AS regards the collective display of the national 
flags such display has the meaning of a political 
demonstration and is prohibited, except in the case of 
national celebrations. This notice is ag in issued 
for the information of all residents." 


Sin Shun Pao (Japanese owned Chinese language newspaper) %- 


° {e) k t Reguest o anghai Cjty Government 


Yesterday being the prop-ganda day for the 
pessants, workers and commeroinal circles of the propsganda 
week of the national spiritual mobilization, the Chinese 
nationel flag was hoisted by 411 the shops in the Foreign 
Settlements. chhey were however removed by the Police of 

\ he Bowetae eS Ee Pee ane taken to police stations. 
< This rection was taken by the authorities at the request 
of the Shanghai City Government. 


Ta Mei Pao and other local newspapers %- 


ued hina Y , riotic ivation 


Associstion 


On April 18 identical letters issued by the 
so-called "China Youths’ Patriotic Salvetion Association" 
were received by all Chinese language newspapers of 
British, American and other foreign ownership. 

Yesterday the following finel warning addressed 
to the 3,000,000 Chinese residents in Shanghei was issued 
by the ASsociations= 

"Unless the residents discontinue the hoisting 
of the blue sky and white sun flag», bullets and bombs 
will be used against those who disregard this warning." 

4 written copy of this warning was received 
by the "Shanghai Evening Fost & Meroury” yesterday. It 

Geass ns followse~ 
¢\t-' "The national flag is a symbol of a nation. 
Pollowing the outbresk of the Sino-Japanese hostilities, 
this Association has on several occasions issued warnings 
to the residents of the two Foreign Settlements against the 
hoisting of the blue sky and white sun flag, but the warnings 
were ignored. Therefore - final warning was issued 
yesterday urging the reyidents to come to their senses. 
Uniess they modify their present attitude, bullets and bombe 
will be used cg72inst them. The public are hereby werned 
not to complain of not having being informed beforehand 
if their lives are endangered for hoisting such flags.® 
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Hwa Mei Chen Pao (comment) :- 


The Action of the French Police in Interfering with the 
Hoisting of the National Mleg is very unwise — 
On March 12, the authorities of the French 
Concession interfered with the hoisting of the Chinese 
naticrel flag in commemoration of the death of Dr. Sun 
Yatesene After the incident, negotiations were opened 
with the Concession authorities by various >oublic bodies 
and in addition the Ministry of Foreign Affeirs of the 
National Government was requested to lodge a protest with 
the French authorities. At that time, the authorities 
of the French Concession stated that this action was taken 
because the flags were hoisted at the instigation of the 


Tangpue This is far from being a satisfactory ground 
to justify the adoption of such a step by the French 
authorities. On March 29, the anniversary of the 


death of 72 martyrs in the Canton Uprising, the national 
flag was again displayed by the Chinese people, but this 
time the French Concession authorities did not in terfere. 

Yesterday, flags were again hoisted by 
the Chinese people in cammemoration of the anniversary 
of the establishment of the National Government at Nanking, 
but they were, however, interfered with by the French 
Concession authorities who removed the flagse 

Whatever may be the reason for the 
French Folice action, we are of the opinion that its 
action is unwise because 

{1) & flag is a symbol representing 
a nation and those who respect their country should also 
show respect to the national flag of a friendly nation. 

(2) The flag of a blue sky and white 
sun is the flag of the National Government, the only 
legitimate government in China recognized by the French 
Government which has always been on friendly relations 
with the Chinese Government. 

(3) In order to preserve peace and 
order, the residents should have a proper medium to 


demonstrate their feelingse 
It is to be feared that the action 


of the French Concession authorities in depriving the 
residents of the freedom to hoist their national flag 
will not conduoe towards the maintenance of psace and 


orders 
M. Henri Cosme, the French Ambassador 


to China, has only recently returned from Chungking 
after having presented his credentials to the Nationa) 
Goverment. We would like to know what he feels in 


this controversye 


er 
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Shun Pao (Editorial) s- 


ev 


~~“ Eronlorvion ae to MIsunder Standids " 
=—— re EEE Stanai 


Yesterday being the propag@nda day of farmers, 
labourers énd merchants of the propaganda week for the 
national spirituakh mobilization, Chinese residents in the 
two Foreign Settlements hoisted the netional flag to 
display their spirit. Unexpectedly, clashes took place 
in the Fr’1ich Concession between policemen and the 
residents over the hoisting; of the natienal flag. 

Bearing that she affair may spread, the French authorities 
retumed the flags te the Chinese residents end released 
the errested persons. Chinese residents in the French 
Concession @re highly indignant ana many shops closed 
their doors, 

The authorities of the French Concession onda 
the residents hai3 always been on friendly terms. 

On the outbreak of the Sino-Japmese hostilities, the 
French authorities observed strict neutrality in maintaining 
peace and goou _rder in the Frenoh Concession. The 
Chinese residents were very pleased with the attitude 

of the #rench authorities. hiinor disputes arose sometime 
ago in the French Concession wherein the hoisting of the 
Chinese nationsl fleg was interfered with, 4 similar 
case has nu” arisen. We are of the opinion that all 
this must have been due to some misunderstandinge 

& fleg represents a nation and the people 
have the freed of hoisting their national flage 
Friendly nations should not interfere with the hoisting 
of the nationa) flage 4&lthough the Foreign Settl aments 
of Shanghai er: special areas, they ©2re still part of 
China's terri‘ory, and the people of China have the 
right te hoirs their national flag as foreign nationala 
havee The intelligent French authorities should 
realize this. It is possible that because of the 
existence of “s:ecial ciroumstances", the French 
autnuorities heve %dopted their present poliey in order 
to nazintain peace and order in the Concession, but we 
do not believe this is the casee. 

48 speciel friendly relations exist betwean 
China and Frence, it is only natural for the French 
authoritics to recognize the Nationeal Government of China 
as the only legal government of China. The French 
authorities should not interfere with the hoisting of 
the national flag, thereby harming the diplomatic 
relations between China and Franoe. If the French 
authorities hesitate because of the influence of a special 
party, then the hereditary spirit of chivalry and freedom 
of the French seople will be lost. Why do not the 
authorities of the French Concession observe the policy 
of their Government and trest the residents in the 
French Concession according to this policy? ~-,. 

It is probable that on account of/prevelence 
of terroristic acts, the French authorities interfered 
with the hoisting of the Chinese flag to avoid untowerd 
incidents. The Chinese national flag was flown in the 
Internationel Settlement yesterday, but nothing occurred 
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to distu.% the peace, The French authorities should 
have issued a notice beforehand cxplaining the reasons 
why the nationel flag should not be hoisted. In that 
WaY, no misunderstanding would have occurred, but the 
French euthorities héd failed to notify residents of 
the prohibition. The Chinese residents hoisted the 
nationel flag on the propaganda day of the national 
Spiritual mobilization to express their enthusiasm, 
The hoisting of the flag doses not violate the Police 
regulations of the Concession. Yet the French Police 
forcibly ordered the taking down of the nationel flag 
and rough handling could not be avoided. The residents 
cannot help being indimant over the affair. 

# scrious incident took place last year 
when the authorities of the intemational Settlenent 
stopped the "Lone Battalion” from displaying the national 
flag. The Chinese people living in this isolated islend 
are imbued with the spirit of the "Lone Battalion"; they 
era prepared to shed their blood for the sake of their 
flage It is lucky that the residents in the French 
Concession were able to subdue their indigmation yesterday 

2 and only sm@ll trouble took place, We hope that the 
<¢\ intelligent authorities of the French Concession will 
give careful consideration to the fleg effeair. 

On the other hand, we have to advise Chincsas 
residents in th. Foreign Sottlements that they should 
be patient. W. must refrain from creating serious 
incidents through misunderstending, Legal bodies in 
Shenghai should lodge & protest with the authorities of 
the French Concession and shoulda immediately request the 
National Government to lodge a protest with the French 
Govornment through diplomatic channels and to domand 
that similar incidents will not occur agains 

Unnecessary strife end rumoured strikes 
should be avoided. We should wait calmly for @ settlement. 


